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“I  think  my  actions 
have  been  a  witness” 


Joe  Heranney  retired  half  a  dozen 
years  ago,  but  the  former  Hollandale 
contractor  has  been  working  for  the 
Lord  ever  since. 

He’s  forgotten  just  how  many  chur¬ 
ches  and  other  mission  buildings  he 
and  his  fellow  Hollandale  retiree  Tom 
Keith  have  built  in  that  time  but  their 
trailer  journeys  have  led  them  from 
Nebraska,  to  New  Mexico,  to,  finally, 
Mexico. 

“I  feel  like  it’s  the  Lord  calling  me 
to  do  this,”  Heranney  said.  “It’s 
something  I  should  do;  the  Lord  laid 
down  his  life  for  me,  and  I  was  in  con¬ 
struction  and  I  love  to  build.  I  just  love 
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For  the  past  two  months,  the  two 
members  of  Hollandale  Baptist 
Church  and  their  wives  have  been  in 
the  tiny  village  of  San  Geronomito, 
Mexico,  supervising  the  construction 
of  a  farm  school  being  built  through 
the  combined  efforts  of  Mexican  Bap¬ 
tists,  Mississippi  volunteers  coming 
via  Agricultural  Missions  Fellowship, 
the  Mississippi  Baptist  Brotherhood 
Department,  and  the  Foreign  Mission 
Board. 

“I  read  about  volunteer  missions  in 
an  article  in  the  Baptist  Record  a  few 
years  ago,”  Heranney  said.  “It  talked 
about  trailering  to  witness  for  the 
Lord,  and  we’d  taken  some  trailer 
trips— just  frolicking,  so  I  was  in¬ 
terested.  We  wrote  Bill  Wilson  at  the 
Home  Mission  Board  and  we  were 
sent  a  list  of  all  kinds  of  categories  of 
things  we  could  do.  Construction  was 
on  the  list,  and  we  took  our  first  trip 
to  Pawnee,  Okla.  to  re-build  an  Indian 
church  that  had  been  burned.  We’ve 
been  going  ever  since. 

“I  can’t  teach  the  Bible,  but 
construction— it’s  my  thing.  I  love  do¬ 
ing  this  and  I  think  my  actions  have 
been  a  witness  to  some  people  here  ( in 
Mexico).  You  have  to  be  on  your  P’s 
and  Q’s,  but  four  of  the  construction 
workers  working  on  building  the 
houses  for  the  farm  have  become 
Christians.” 

While  their  husbands  have  been  20 
miles  away  working  on  the  farm  con¬ 
struction  every  day.  Katherine  Heran¬ 
ney  and  Faye  Keith  stay  behind  in  San 
Geronomito  keeping  house  in  two 
travel  trailers  enclosed  inside  a  bare, 
dust-covered  barbed  wire  enclosure. 

“We  keep  plenty  busy,”  said  Faye 
Keith,  “we  cook  for  the  men  and 
volunteers  every  lunch,  and  that  takes 
up  a  lot  of  the  mominR.  And  we  have 
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to  wash  everything  by  hand.  We  only 
have  water  every  other  day,  and  we 
have  to  boil  the  water  30  minutes  and 
put  a  drop  of  Clorox  in  every  quart. 

“We  talk  to  some  of  the  children  who 
come  by.  We’ve  learned  to  ask  them 
their  names  and  a  few  other  words  of 
Spanish.  But  we  don’t  really  have  a  lot 
of  time.  We  bake  our  own  bread,  hang 
the  clothes  out  after  washing  them  in 
the  tub. 

“I  think  we’ll  be  a  little  bit  like  a  but! 
getting  out  a  cage  when  we  leave 
here;  our  other  mission  trips  were  a 
little  freer,  but  there’s  a  bar  across  the 
street,  and  the  barbed  wire  is  needed 
to  keep  the  drunks  out,  said  Mrs. 
Keith. 

“We  feel  a  little  odd  being  in  a 
foreign  country,  but  this  is  what  the 
Lord  wants  us  to  do;  we’re  in  his 
hands,"  she  added. 

Tbm  Keith  had  never  worked  in  con¬ 
struction,  but  after  selling  his  Hollan¬ 
dale  clothing  store,  he’s  been  happy  to 
go  with  the  Heranneys  on  their  con¬ 
struction  mission  trips.  “I  didn’t  know 
much  about  this,”  Keith  said  as  he  cut 
his  15th  pair  of  roof  braces  for  the  day. 
“I  like  it  now ;  I  like  working  for  the 
Lord.” 

Two  men  from  Silver  City  Baptist 
Church,  Harry  Savelle  and  Jerry 
Childs,  were  among  four  Humphreys 
County  men  who  recently  worked  to 
help  build  the  houses  for  the  six 
families  who  will  live  for  two  years  at 
the  farm  school 

Their  pastor,  Gary  Reichenbach,  is 
leading  a  group  of  eight  churches  in 
Humphreys  County  in  forming  an 
association-wide  missions  fellowship. 
“We  had  seven  men  go  on  mission 
trips  last  year,  and  seven  the  year 
before;  we’re  mission-minded,’ 
Reichenbach  said. 

“But  there  are  a  lot  of  options  of 
where  to  go  and  when,  and  we  want 
to  have  the  missions  fellowship  so  we 
can  plan  and  fit  trips  into  peoples' 
schedules  so  more  of  them  can  go.  A 
lot  of  the  people  in  Humphreys  Coun 
ty  are  farmers,  and  we  need  to  work 
trips  into  their  crop  schedule  in  the 
summer.  We  need  a  little  more  lead 
time.  And  I  hope  the  missions 
fellowship  will  enable  us  to  sustain  en 
thusiasm  for  missions.” 

Missions  trips  contribute  something 
to  the  church  members  who  stay 
behind,  as  well  as  acting  like  a 
“spiritual  penicillin”  for  the  people 
who  go,  Reichenbach  said.  “The 
get  us  out  of  ourselves,  give  us  "a 


glimpse  of  the  world,  so  we  appreciate 
our  religious  freedoms,  how  blessed 
we  are.  But  it  also  makes  the  men  who 
go  better  church  members,  more  able 
to  speak  about  their  experiences  and 
their  faith,  they  begin  to  pray  in  public 
more  freely  if  they’ve  been  quiet. 

“And  it  overflows  into  the  lives  of 
other  people  in  our  church.  It  excites 
them  about  missions.  They  give 
everybody  a  heart  for  missions.” 

Jones  is  religion  editor  for  the 
Jackson  Daily  News. 


Above,  Frank  Prewitt  from  Belzoni  and  Harry  Savelle  from  Silver  City  prepare  roof 
for  shingles.  At  left.  Joe  Heranney  makes  roof  nail  washers,  improvising  from  an 
old  tire. 
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rs  (from  left)  Harry  Savelle,  John  Price,  Frank  Prewitt,  Faye  Keith,  and  Tom  Keith. 
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The  Rio 
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de  la  Plata  climax 


Scores  of  Mississippi  Baptist 
volunteers  are  making  preparations 
for  the  climax  of  Mississippi’s  part¬ 
nership  venture  witlji  Baptists  in  the 
area  of  the  Bio  de  la  Plata. 

These  volunteers  will  go  in  four 
waves  for  evangelism  crusades  in 
Uruguay  and  Argentina,  beginning  in 
April  and  continuing  through  May  and 
June. 

The  Rio  de  la  Plata  is  the  area  of 
South  America  affected  by  the  Rio  de 
la  Plata,  or  River  of  Silver;  and  the 
area  is  made  up  of  Paraguay, 
Uruguay,  and  Argentina.  The  Parana 
River  flows  out  of  Brazil  and  forms  a 
part  of  the  boundary  between 
Paraguay  and  Argentina.  The 
Uruguay  River  forms  the  boundary 
between  Uruguay  and  Argentina.  The 
Argentine  area  between  those  two 
rivers  is  known  as  Entre  Rios,  or  bet¬ 
ween  the  rivers.  The  two  rivers  con¬ 
verge  to  form  what  amounts  to  a 
sizeable  bay  between  Argentina  and 
Uruguay,  and  that  bay  is  known  as 
Rio  de  la  Plata. 

Two  groups  of  Mississippi  Baptists 
will  be  leaving  the  middle  of  April  for 
evangelism  crusades  in  Uruguay  and 
Argentina.  Two  of  the  teams  from  the 
Argentina  group  will  range  farther 
south  than  any  ever  have  during  the 
partnership  venture.  Though  my 
primary  mission  will  be  observing 
and  reporting,  I  will  be  teamed  with 
Jesse  McMillan  of  Sallis  during  a  part 
of  the  week  at  Rio  Gallegos,  which  is 
as  far  south  as  one  can  go  overland  in 
South  America.  An  island  separated 
from  the  mainland  by  the  Straits  of 
Magellan  contains  a  bit  of  Chile  and 
a  bit  of  Argentina  known  as  Tierra  del 
Fuego  (land  of  fire);  and  Paul  Har¬ 
rell,  Brotherhood  director,  and  his 
partner  will  spend  a  week  in  this  area. 

These  first  two  groups  will  return  on 
May  1,  and  the  second  wave  will  leave 
for  Argentina  about  the  middle  of 
May.  The  pattern  will  be  repeated  one 
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more  time  as  the  second  group 
returns  about  June  1,  and  the  final 
wave  leaves  for  Argentina  about  the 
middle  of  June  for  two  weeks'  of 
revivals. 

These  waves  of  preachers  and 
laymen  witnesses  will  form  the  main 
thrust  of  the  entire  partnership  effort. 
The  vanguard  of  the  venture  went  to 
South  America  in  1981  to  discuss  with 
leaders  down  there  what  might  be  ex¬ 
pected  and  what  help  might  be  for¬ 
thcoming.  During  the  first  four  years 
participation  has  been  on  a  steady  but 
limited  basis  as  individuals  and  small 
groups  have  made  their  way  to  the  Rio 
de  la  Plata  at  their  own  expense  to  ac¬ 
complish  any  number  of  objectives. 
Some  have  been  in  evangelism,  some 
have  been  in  construction,  some  have 
been  in  witnessing,  and  some  have 
been  in  helping  the  missionaries  in 
whatever  way  might  be  needed  such 
as  working  with  their  children  during 
mission  week  (the  annual  gathering 
of  the  missionaries). 

In  1983  about  20  women  from 
Mississippi  went  to  all  three  countries 
to  teach  the  book,  The  Gifted  Woman  I 
Am,  by  Marjorie  Kelly,  who  led  the 
group.  Earl  Kelly,  executive 
secretary,  and  I  went  with  the  group 
to  check  once  again  with  Baptist 
spokesmen  there  to  see  what  further 
plans  were  needing  to  be  made. 

The  Mississippi  Singing  Churchmen 
made  a  tour  of  the  Rio  de  la  Plata  and 
were  a  decided  asset ;  and  a  smaller 
singing  group  from  Broadmoor 
Church,  Jackson,  also  made  a  tour 
with  the  same  results. 

This  latter  group,  by  the  way,  in¬ 
cluded  Gail  Wood  of  the  Baptist 
Record  staff.  Her  husband,  J.  M. 
Wood,  minister  of  music  at  Broad¬ 
moor,  led  the  group.  And  Anne 
McWilliams  of  the  Baptist  Record 
staff  was  among  those  who  made  the 
trip  to  work  with  missionary  kids. 
While  the  Baptist  Record  did  not 
assist  in  financing  their  trips,  we  are 


very  pleased  that  these  two  ladies  saw 
fit  to  be  involved  in  the  partnership. 

Another  group  that  had  positive 
results  during  the  partnership  was  the 
basketball  team  led  by  Keith  Cating, 
BSU  director  at  Ole  Miss.  There  have 
been  many  to  go  —  a  construction 
team  from  Jeff  Davis  Association; 
Lola  Autry  from  Hickory  Flat;  educa¬ 
tion  directors;  preachers;  and  many, 
many  more. 

As  I  was  preparing  for  the  first  trip, 
a  lovely  young  lady  came  up  to  me 
following  prayer  service  at  my  church 
and  asked  if  I  would  look  for  places  for 
her  and  her  husband  to  serve  for  a 
couple  of  weeks  while  I  was  down 
there.  I  did  find  such  opportunities, 
and  Perry  and  Mary  Sanderford  of 
Pinelake  Church  at  the  reservoir  in 
Rankin  County  became  the  first  of  the 
volunteers  to  go  from  Mississippi  to 
the  Rio  de  la  Plata.  Mary  worked  with 
missionary  kids  in  Uruguay,  and 
Perry  helped  to  expand  the 
auditorium  at  New  Dawn  Church  in 
Montevideo.  In  Buenos  Aires  Perry 
helped  clear  the  land  where  a  new 
mission  was  begun.  Now  Perry,  who 
later  surrendered  to  the  ministry,  is 
a  student  at  Mississippi  College  and 
is  minister  of  evangelism  and  to  the 
youth  at  Pinelake  Church. 

Pinelake’s  pastor,  Lannie  Wilbourn, 
is  preparing  for  his  second  trip  in 
May ;  and  at  least  six  other  members 
of  the  church  (including  the  editor) 
will  be  involved  in  the  evangelism 
crusades.  Two  more  will  go  if  financ¬ 
ing  can  be  arranged. 

In  spite  of  Argentina’s  war  with 
England  over  the  Falkland  Islands, 
we  have  continued  to  go  down  there  to 
do  what  we  could  to  help  the  Baptists 
in  those  three  countries  to  strengthen 
their  witness.  Because  of  the  war,  the 
effort  was  extended  for  a  fifth  year. 
Now  we  are  at  the  point  of  beginning 
our  final,  all-out  effort  of  witnessing, 
the  final  push  that  is  really  what  the 
entire  effort  has  been  all  about. 


The  Moonie  mailing 


Attention  is  called  to  information  in 
this  issue  about  an  evaluation  of  video 
tapes  sent  to  pastors  of  all  denomina¬ 
tions  all  over  the  nation  by  the 
Unification  Church.  This  body  is  more 
familiarly  known  as  the  Moonies. 

Those  tapes  have  permeated 
Mississippi  as  well  as  the  rest  of  the 
country.  Pastors  have  received  the 
packages  with  the  note  printed  on  the 
side  that  they  are  from  “one  who 
cares.’’ 

There  are  three  video  tapes  in  each 
package,  each  one  about  two-hours  in 
length.  The  total  time,  therefore,  is 
about  six  hours.  In  addition,  there  are 
a  couple  of  books  in  the  package.  The 
entire  mailing  has  been  estimated  to 
cost  in  the  neighborhood  of  $10 
million,  though  actually  it  is 
anybody’s  guess  as  to  how  much  was 
spent. 

Evidently,  the  mailings  were  made 
in  an  effort  to  suppq#  a  claim  that  the 
Unification  Church  is  a  regular 
denomination  and  due  all  of  the 
privileges  of  a  normal  religious 


group.  The  fact  of  the  matter  is  that 
Sun  Myung  Moon,  the  founder  of  the 
body,  which  is  looked  upon  by  most  as 
a  cult,  is  in  prison  for  violating  federal 
statues.  He  wasn’t  acting  like  the 
head  of  a  religious  body,  but  he  has 
continued  to  claim  immunity  because 
of  the  premise  of  the  separation  of 
church  and  state. 

Hollis  Bryant,  interfaith  consultant 
with  the  Cooperative  Missions 
Department  of  the  Mississippi  Baptist 
Convention  Board,  has  scheduled  an 
evaluation  of  the  tapes  on  April  11.  It 
will  be  at  the  Baptist  Building  and,  of 
necessity,  will  last  all  day. 

There  will  be  no  limitation  on  par¬ 
ticipation.  Officals  at  First  Baptist 
Church,  across  the  street,  have  of¬ 
fered  the  facilities  there  if  the  crowd 
grows  too  large ;  and  the  First  Church 
parking  lot  will  be  available. 

Bryant  plans  to  involve  source  peo¬ 
ple  who  will  be  able  to  properly 
analyze  the  material  and  provide 
meaningful  information. 


'’ReveReND,  how  t >o  vou 

ANSWER  VO UR  CRITICS  WHO 
SAV  VOL)  SHOULD  MOT  SPeND 
SO  MUCH  TIME  RESPONDING- 
TO  CRITICISM  7  " 


It  has  been  a  worthy  chapter  in 
Mississippi  Baptist  life.  It  all  began 
with  a  conversation  between  Kelly 
and  the  Foreign  Mission  Board.  It  has 
made  an  impact  on  the  Rio  de  la 
Plata,  and  it  has  made  an  impact  on 
Mississippi  and  Mississippians.  New 
people  have  flashed  across  our  screen 
of  consciousness  during  the  process. 
There  was  Jason  Carlisle,  the  first 
coordinator,  who  is  as  much 
Uruguayan  as  he  is  North  American 
(his  parents  were  missionaries  to 
Uruguay  and  Jason  and  his  Mississip¬ 
pi  wife,  Susan,  now  serve  there). 
There  was  Mark  Alexander,  the  se¬ 
cond  coordinator,  a  missionary  to 
Argentina  and  the  husband  of 
Mississippian  Cecille.  Now  the  coor¬ 
dinator  is  Don  Mines  of  Florida,  also 
a  missionary  to  Argentina. 

There  were  so  many  more  —  Ig¬ 
nacio  Loredo,  the  Argentine  executive 
secretary  who  spoke  at  the  Mississip¬ 
pi  convention;  Jose  Santamaria,  the 
effervescent  layman  from  San  Juan, 
Argentina;  Mell  Plunk,  the  mis¬ 
sionary  who  made  musicians  out  of 
the  Argentines,  who  already  had 

music  in  their  souls;  Wally  and  Bet- 
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ty  Poor,  the  journalist  missionaries; 
and  so  many,  many  more. 

Now  it  is  almost  over.  There  may  be 
an  additional,  shorter  evangelism 
campaign  next  year;  but  we  are  com¬ 
ing  up  on  the  major  climax.  Let’s  not 
simply  say,  that’s  nice,  and  go  on 
about  our  business.  Let’s  not  ignore  it. 
Though  less  than  200  will  be  physical¬ 
ly  involved,  every  Mississippi  Baptist 
can  be  spiritually  involved  through 
prayer.  This  is  too  important  a  mat¬ 
ter  to  let  pass  by  without  being 
involved. 

There  is  no  way  to  determine  what 
the  ultimate  effect  of  these  campaigns 
will  be.  There  is  no  way  to  determine 
how  many  souls  will  be  in  glory  for 
eternity  because  of  them. 

It  is  time  now  to  begin  to  pray  for 
the  climax  of  the  partnership  effort 
with  the  Rio  de  la  Plata  that  will  be 
going  on  for  the  next  three  months. 

Be  a  part  of  the  partnership  through 
prayer. 

And  for  those  who  still  might  want 
to  go,  it  is  not  too  late.  Don  Mines, 
968-3800,  would  be  interested  in  hear¬ 
ing  from  anyone  who  is  in  a  position 
to  go. 


American  Bible  Society 
works  on  562  translations 


NEW  YORK,  NY  ( ABS)  —  A  survey 
of  Scripture  translations  now  under¬ 
way  reveals  that  the  American  Bible 
Society  and  its  partners  around  the 
world  are  involved  in  translating  the 
Word  of  God  into  562  languages. 

Nearly  200  churches  and  missions, 
many  of  them  based  in  the  United 
States,  have  asked  the  United  Bible 
Societies  fellowship  to  assist  with 
these  translations. 

Source  of  this  information  is  the 
current  annual  World  Translations 
Progress  Report,  which  was  prepared 
by  UBS  in  cooperation  with  the  Sum¬ 
mer  Institute  of  Linguistics. 

Those  projects  in  which  there  is  Bi¬ 
ble  Society  involvement  include  376 
languages  where  some  part  of  the  Bi¬ 


ble  is  being  translated  for  the  first 
time. 

In  Papua  New  Guinea  the  Bible 
Society  is  associated  with  translations 
in  33  languages,  the  principal  one  be¬ 
ing  the  complete  Bible  in  Tbk  Pisin, 
one  of  the  three  “official”  languages 
of  that  island  nation  where  716  tongues 
are  now  spoken. 

Two  translations  under  Bible  Socie¬ 
ty  auspices  are  underway  in  the 
United  States,  each  a  language  ‘’first.’’ 

The  two,  when  published,  will  pro¬ 
vide  Navajo  Indians  with  the  first 
copy  of  the  Old  Testament  in  their  own 
language,  and  speakers  of  the  Lakota 
dialect  of  the  Sioux  Indians  with  their 
first  Scriptures  —  Luke's  Gospel. 
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Moonie  tape  evaluation 
set  for  Baptist  Building 

Three  video  tapes  and  two  books  mailed  to  pastors  all  over  the  nation 
by  the  Unification  Church  will  be  reviewed  April  ll  at  the  Baptist 
Building  in  Jackson. 

Hollis  Bryant,  consultant  in  interfaith  witness  with  the  Mississippi 
Baptist  Cooperative  Missions  Department,  said  thp  review  of  the  tapes 
and  books  would  take  most  of  a  day,  beginning  at  9:30  a.m.  and  lasting 
until  4:30  p.m.  The  meeting  will  be  open  to  all  pastors,  Bryant  said. 

While  the  personalities  who  will  be  involved  have  not  been  obtained 
as  yet,  Bryant  said  they  will  make  up  a  panel  that  will  be  “persons 
knowledgeable  of  the  ‘Moonies’  theology  and  New  Testament  theology.” 
The  group  attending  the  meeting  will  view  the  major  portions  of  the 
tapes,  and  the  panel  will  evaluate  what  has  been  seen,  Bryant  indicated. 

Parking  will  be  available  in  the  First  Baptist  Church  parking  lot  on 
the  east  side  of  State  Street.  Those  who  plan  to  attend  should  notify 
Bryant  at  the  Cooperative  Missions  Department,  Mississippi  Baptist 
Convention  Board,  Box  530,  Jackson,  Miss.,  39205.  The  phone  number 
is  968-3800. 


Judge  ponders  motion 
to  dismiss  Vatican  suit 


By  Stan 

WASHINGTON  (BP)  -  A  federal 
judge  in  Philadelphia  has  heard 
arguments  on  a  government  motion  to 
dismiss  a  suit  challenging  full 
diplomatic  relations  with  the  Vatican 
and  promised  to  act  “with  reasonable 
promptness.” 

Deputy  Assistant  Attorney  General 
Carolyn  Kuhl  told  U.S.  District  Court 
Judge  John  P.  Fullam  that  Americans 
United  for  Separation  of  Church  and 
State  and  other  plaintiffs  in  the  case 
do  not  have  legal  “standing”  to  sue 
President  Reagan  and  Congress  over 
last  year’s  exchange  of  ambassadors 
between  the  United  States  and  the  Ho¬ 
ly  See. 

Kuhl  argued  further  the  constitu¬ 
tional  doctrine  of  separation  of  powers 
among  the  three  branches  of  govern¬ 
ment  vests  in  the  president  broad 
foreign  policy  powers,  including  ap¬ 
pointment  of  ambassadors.  “No  court 
has  ever  required  the  breaking  of 
diplomatic  ties  with  another  country,” 
she  said.  “This  is  a  political  question, 
not  a  judicial  question.” 

The  U.S.-Vatican  decision  14  months 
ago  to  establish  full  diplomatic  rela¬ 
tions  came  after  the  late-1973  congres¬ 
sional  lifting  of  an  1867  ban  on  such 
ties.  No  hearings  were  held  on  the 
legislation  lifting  the  ban,  and  the 
Senate  passed  the  measure  without 
debate  on  a  voice  vote. 


Hastey 

When  Reagan  announced  his 
longtime  political  adviser  and  per¬ 
sonal  representative  to  the  Vatican, 
William  A.  Wilson,  was  his  choice  as 
U.S.  ambassador,  opponents  of  the 
new  arrangement  voiced  alarm  at  a 
one-day  confirmation  hearing  before 
the  Senate  Foreign  Relations 
Committee. 

Wilson’s  nomination  breezed 
through  the  committee  on  a  9-1  vote 
and  the  California  real  estate 
developer  was  confirmed  by  the 
Senate  March  7,  1984  by  an  81-13 
margin. 

Americans  United  Attorney  Lee 
Boothby  told  Fullam  the  president, 
like  all  other  federal  officials,  is  bound 
by  the  constraints  of  the  Constitution. 
The  First  Amendment’s  prohibition  of 
an  establishment  of  religion,  he 
argued,  forbids  establishment  of 
diplomatic  relations  with  a  church. 

Although  the  Southern  Baptist  Con¬ 
vention  is  not  among  the  plaintiffs  in 
the  lawsuit,  the  denomination’s  Ex¬ 
ecutive  Committee  in  February  en¬ 
dorsed  the  views  expressed  in  a 
friend-of-the  court  brief  filed  by  the 
Baptist  Joint  Committee  on  Public  Af¬ 
fairs  condemning  U.S.-Vatican  rela¬ 
tions  as  a  violation  of  separation  of 
church  and  state. 

Hastey  writes  for  the  Baptist  Joint 
Committee. 


Beirut  missionaries  plan 
“to  stay  long  as  we  can” 


BEIRUT,  Lebanon  (BP)  —  Seven¬ 
teen  Southern  Baptist  missionaries 
are  continuing  to  work  in  Beirut, 
Lebanon,  despite  the  March  16  kid¬ 
napping  of  a  sixth  American  by 
Islamic  fundamentalists. 

Fourteen  missionaries  are  related 
to  the  Arab  Baptist  Theological 
Seminary  in  east  Beirut  and  three 
work  at  the  Beirut  Baptist  School  in 
west  Beirut.  Only  Mack  and  Linda 
Sacco,  now  living  in  a  Beirut  suburb, 
have  children  still  in  Lebanon. 

“We  are  going  to  stay  as  long  as  we 
can  and  do  as  much  as  we  can,” 
emeritus  missionary  Mabel  Summers 
said  in  a  March  18  telephone  conver¬ 
sation  with  Elise  Bridges,  Foreign 


Mission  Board  associate  director  for 
Europe  and  the  Middle  East. 

Summers  said  Lebanon  mission 
leaders  have  decided  to  keep  the  nine- 
student  seminary  and  800-student 
school  open  because  the  17  mis¬ 
sionaries  intend  to  stay. 

However,  mission  leaders  reaffirm¬ 
ed  the  missionaries  may  make  in¬ 
dividual  choices  to  leave  for  safety 
reasons.  The  missionaries  are  staying 
close  to  their  homes  and  their  work. 
Summers  said. 

Tension  in  Beirut  escalated  March 
11  when  the  United  States  vetoed  a 
United  Nations  Security  Council 
resolution  which  would  have  con- 
( Continued  on  page  4) 


Woman's  Missionary  Union 


Convention  gifts  go 
for  Patterson  Porch 

■sa 


“I’ll  Tell  It  Now  .  . That  theme  ran 
like  a  silver  thread  through  sessions 
of  Mississippi  Woman’s  Missionary 
Union  106th  annual  meeting,  March  18 
and  19  at  Harrisburg  Church,  Tupelo. 

Over  1,200  women  from  across  the 
state  registered.  The  auditorium  was 
packed,  from  Pastor  Larry  Fields’ 
welcome,  to  the  last  organ  note.  The 
Tuesday  afternoon  meeting  possibly 
set  a  record  for  attendance  at  a  clos¬ 
ing  session. 

The  women  heard  messages  from 
missionaries,  home  and  foreign,  re¬ 
elected  officers  elected  last  year;  and 
saw  two  paintings  that  were  to  be  sent 
to  the  new  Woman’s  Missionary  Union 
building  in  Birmingham.  The  paint¬ 
ings  will  be  hung  on  the  Mississippi 
Porch  which  is  named  for  Marjean 
Patterson,  executive  director, 
Mississippi  WMU. 

‘Wilda  Fancher,  wife  of  James  Fan¬ 
cier.  pastor  of  First  Church,  Cof- 
feeville,  presided,  during  her  first  con¬ 
vention  as  president.  Other  officers 
re-elected  are  Sue  Thtum.  Yazoo  City, 
vice  president;  Mrs.  James  Burns, 
Tupelo,  associate  recording  secre¬ 
tary;  and  Mrs.  Jerry  Brunt,  Corinth, 
recording  secretary. 

Mrs.  Fancher  announced  that  the 
two  paintings  by  Kathleen  Parker  of 
Prentiss,  one  of  a  church,  the  other  of 
a  baptismal  scene,  would  go  to  the  lob¬ 
by  that  is  to  be  called  the  Marjean 
Patterson  Porch.  Several  teddy  bears 
were  brought  onstage,  along  with  the 
paintings,  to  be  used  in  the  Children’s 
Corner  on  the  porch,  The  lobby  area, 
which  resembles  a  porch,  in  the 
WMU.  SBC,  building  is  being  furnish¬ 
ed  by  Mississippi  Woman's  Mis¬ 
sionary  Union,  at  a  cost  of  $47,000. 
Convention  offerings  of  $1,440  were 
designated  for  this  cause.  A  further 
description  of  the  porch  will  be  given 
in  another  article,  in  a  forthcoming 
issue  of  the  Baptist  Record. 

“I’ll  Tell  It  Now  .  .  .”  was  the  theme 
of  the  devotional  messages  Miss  Pat¬ 
terson  brought  at  the  beginning  of 
each  session.  ‘Til  tell  it  —  through  my 
spiritual  gifts,  through  my  church, 
through  my  resources,  through  our 
mission  organizations.”  “My  church 
was  given  a  mandate,"  she  said  —  “Go 
ye  .  .  .  into  all  the  world  and  preach 
the  gospel  to  every  creature.” 

“I  Tbld  It  Then."  Miss  Auris  Pender, 
age  80,  retired  missionary  to  China, 
Malaysia,  and  Singapore,  was  ap¬ 
pointed  in  1935.  In  four  brief  vignettes, 
she  shared  memories  pf  people  and 
places  and  lessons  she  learned  during 
her  days  in  the  Orient.  See  page  7  for 
more  about  her. 

“We’ve  a  Story  to  Tell  to  the  Na¬ 
tions."  sang  Becky  Bennett,  dean  of 


By  Anne  Washburn  McWilliams 

students  at  Blue  Mountain  College,  Frederick  at  Guadeloupe,  and  Mary 
and  wife  of  Jack  Bennett,  pastor  oF ’Jo  Stewart  in  El  Paso,  Tex.,  and 


First  Church,  Ripley.  She  led  the  con¬ 
gregational  singing  and  also  sang 
specials,  like  “Heavenly  Sunlight.” 
The  Blue  Mountain  College  Singers 
performed  Monday  evening,  under 
direction  of  Bart  Shanklin.  Diane  P. 
Smith  sang  Tuesday  afternoon,  ac¬ 
companying  herself  on  the  guitar. 
Convention  pianist  was  Joy  Yates, 
wife  of  James  Yates,  pastor  of  First 
Church,  Yazoo  City.  Organist  was  Dot 
Pray,  keyboard  specialist  Church 
Music  Department,  and  organist  at 
Colonial  Heights  Church,  Jackson. 
Mrs.  Pray  began  and  ended  each  ses¬ 
sion  with  15  minutes  of  organ  music. 


Sue  Thtum  of  Yazoo  City  in  presen¬ 
ting  the  Prayer  Calendar  called  two 
Mississippi  missionaries  —  Florence 


Sarah  Wilson,  missionary  to  Argentina, 
brings  greetings  from  the  Rio  de  la  Plata 


prayed  with  them  by  phone.  The  con¬ 
versations  were  amplified  so  that  the 
audience  might  participate.  Also  she 
prayed  with  Pam  Randle,  former  mis¬ 
sionary  journeyman,  who  is  now 
assistant  BSU  director  at  Blue  Moun¬ 
tain  College. 

Mrs.  Dessie  Evans  of  Coffeeville, 
age  97,  led  the  opening  prayer  on 
Tuesday  afternoon.  Other  Baptist 
Women  who  led  the  prayers  included 
Mrs.  Olga  Simmons.  Myrtle;  Mrs. 
Elton  Whitley,  Tupelo;  Mrs.  Myrtle 
Cain,  Amory;  Mrs.  Sandra  Culver, 
Tupelo;  Mrs.  Lorene  Goodson, 
Calhoun  City;  Mrs.  Pam  Booth. 
Plantersville;  Mrs.  Jane  Sumrall, 
New  Albany;  Patricia  Simmons, 
Jackson;  and  Marilyn  Hopkins. 
Jackson. 

“We  Tell  It  Now.”  Missionary 
speakers  revealed  how  in  different 
ways  they  tell  the  Good  News  in 
Argentina.  Bourkina  Fasso,  Bangla¬ 
desh.  India,  and  the  U.S.A. 

Sarah  Wilson  brought  greetings 
from  Argentina,  where  she  works  in 
social  ministry,  as  a  representative, 
she  said,  of  "the  little  people.”  She 
mentioned  some  of  the  problems  in 
Argentina  —  700%  increase  in  infla¬ 
tion  within  one  year,  unemployment, 
illiteracy,  hunger  .  .  .  Yet.  on  the 
bright  side,  she  said,  there  are  250 
students  at  the  Baptist  seminary  in 
Buenos  Aires,  and  probably  there  will 
be  500  within  a  few  years. 

“Argentina  is  ready  to  hear  the 
(Continued  on  page  11) 


Mississippi  Woman's  Missionary  Union  last  week  re-elected  officers  who  were 
elected  in  March,  1984  Mrs  James  Fancher,  Coffeeville,  second  from  left,  is  presi¬ 
dent;  Sue  Tatum,  Yazoo  City,  third  from  left,  is  vice  president;  Mrs  Jerry  Brunt,  left, 
Corinth,  is  recording  secretary:  Mrs  James  Burns,  right,  Tupelo,  is  associate  recor¬ 
ding  secretary 
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■  Cannatas 
P  finish  Bible 
ia  translation 


Baptist  missionary  doctor 
negotiating  Cambodia  entry 


GOKWE,  Zimbabwe  —  Sam  and 
Ginny  Cannata,  whose  missionary 
careers  have  taken  them  to  four  coun¬ 
tries  in  27  years,  have  retraced  their 
steps  to  their  starting  place  — 
Zimbabwe. 

The  Southern  Baptist  couple  com¬ 
pleted  a  Bible  translation  project  in 
Kenya  and  have  moved  to  Gokwe, 
Zimbabwe.  Cannata  will  work  until 
furlough  in  June  as  physician  for  nine 
rural  clinics  operated  by  Southern 
Baptist  missionaries. 

The  Cannatas  (Ginny  is  from 
Mississippi,  Sam  from  Texas),  who 
began  their  missionary  service  in 
Zimbabwe  in  1957,  will  also  work  in 
evangelism  and  discipleship  training, 
which  they’ve  combined  with  medical 
missions  over  the  years. 

In  Kenya  the  couple  helped 
translate  the  New  Testament,  in 
cooperation  with  the  Wycliffe  Bible 


'  By  Marty  Croll 

RICHMOND,  Va.(BP)— A  Christian  ment  foreign  ministry  and  health  of-  five  doctors  and  three  nurses  to  the 
doctor  who  lived  and  worked  in  Cam-  ficials,  the  governor  of  Prey  Veng  Pro-  border  refugee  camps, 
bodia  from  1980-83  is  negotiating  re-  vince  and  Cambodia’s  director  of  all  Raley  and  his  wife  later  applied  for 
entry  into  that  nation  as  the  first  international  agencies.  In  mid-  missionary  service  with  Southern 
Southern  Baptist  missionary  there.  February  he  reported  his  findings  to  Baptists.  But  since  the  denomination 
Marvin  Raley,  a  pediatrician,  has  private  volunteer  organizations  at  maintained  no  presence  in  Cambodia, 
met  with  several  top  officials  of  the  Wingspread,  a  conference  center  near  he  accepted  an  offer  in  1980  to  work 
Vietnamese-backed  Heng  Samrin  Racine,  Wis.  for  World  Vision  International  as 

regime  in  Phnom  Penh  to  discuss  Raley’s  first  experience  with  medical  director  for  Camt^dian  work 
representing  the  Southern  Baptist  Khmer  people,  a  six-week  emergency  and  project  director  for  developing  the 
Foreign  Mission  Board  in  two  possi-  trip  in  the  Foreign  Mission board’s  ef-  country’s  only  pediatric  hospital, 
ble  works  of  compassion.  fort  to  help  refugees  in  1979,  came  Raley  worked  with  Cambodians  to 

Cambodia  urgently  needs  seed  rice  after  what  he  terms  a  “shake-you-  help  organize  the  National  Children’s 
for  its  food-producing  provinces,  loose-at-the-seams  renewal  ex-  Hospital,  staffed  in  the  beginning  by 
which  have  been  ravaged  by  flood,  perience.”  about.80  untrained  people  and  seven 

drought,  and  10  years  of  bloodshed.  During  a  period  of  soul-searching  in  nurses.  Before  he  left  in  1983,  the  Cam- 
Raley  said.  If  the  Foreign  Mission  the  late  1970s  he  began  to  reset  his  bodian  staff  and  a  handful  of  ex- 
Board  can  secure  the  needed  type  of  priorities.  In  1979  a  friend  confronted  patriates  had  recorded  some  300,000 
rice  and  find  an  open  channel  into  the  him  in  an  offhand  way  with  the  needs  outpatient  visits  and  7,000  admissions, 
nation.  Raley  could  be  in  Cambodia  to  of  the  stream  of  Cambodian  refugees  Raley  had  trained  eight  pediatric 
help  distribute  about  1,100  tons  of  it  in  that  had  begun  pouring  over  the  Thai  nurse  practitioners,  five  doctors  and 
time  for  this  spring’s  rain.  border  during  military  and  political  about  130  medical  students. 


Good  News  America 
Bible  is  presented 

Keith  Wilkinson,  left,  Sunday  School 
Department  director  for  Mississippi  Bap¬ 
tists,  makes  an  official  presentation  of  a 


A  longer-term  service  Raley  might 
provide  is  medical  treatment  for 
mothers  and  children  and  health  care 
education  for  the  Khmer  people.  He 
possibly  will  shuttle  in  and  out  of 
Cambodia  during  the  next  few  years 
to  set  up  health  care  projects  as  he 
and  his  family  learn  to  speak  the 
Khmer  language  in  another  country. 

“Our  intentions  are  clear,”  said 
Raley,  37.  “We  hope  by  helping  the 
Khmer  people  (Cambodians)  we  can 
share  God’s  love  at  a  time  when  they 
desperately  need  it  to  transcend  the 
hopelessness  of  their  lives.” 

Raley,  a  Texan,  and  his  wife,  Judy, 
the  daughter  of  missionaries  in 
Venezuela,  were  appointed  Southern 
Baptist  foreign  missionaries  last 
October. 

They  and  their  two  children  began 
an  eight-week  orientation  session  Feb. 
8  at  the  Cauthen  Missionary  Learning 
Center  in  Rockville.  Va. 

Raley  went  into  orientation  after 
returning  from  a  week-long  survey 
trip  in  January  to  Phnom  Penh  and 
the  surrounding  countryside.  He  was 
one  of  three  members  of  a  task  force 
sponsored  by  the  politically  non- 
aligned,  U.S.-based  Indochina  Project 
of  the  Center  for  International  Policy. 
In  Phnom  Penh  he  met  with  govern- 


“To  stay  as 
long  as  we  can 


(Continued  from  page  3) 
demned  Israeli  security  practices  in 
the  portion  of  southern  Lebanon  still 
occupied  by  Israeli  troops. 

Subsequently  kidnapped  were  a 
British  metallurgist  March  14,  a 
British  businessman  March  15  and 
Terry  Anderson,  Associated  Press 
bureau  chief,  March  16. 

Kidnapped  Americans  still  missing 
in  Lebanon  are  Presbyterian  minister 
Benjamin  Weir,  Roman  Catholic 
priest  Lawrence  Jenco.  U  S.  Em¬ 
bassy  political  officer  William 
Buckley  and  university  librarian 
Peter  Kilburn.  A  sixth  American, 
Jeremy  Levin,  then  bureau  chief  for 
CableNews  Network,  escaped  from 
his  captors  in  February. 


upheaval  beginning  in  1975.  Raley- 
sensed  a  need  to  go  and  led  a  Southern 
Baptist  emergency  medical  team  of 


Croll  writes  for  the  Foreign  Mission 
Board. 


Little  white  church  comes 
to  live  at  ag  museum 


Tucked  neatly  behind  a  grove  of 
trees  along  Interstate  55  North  in 
Jackson  is  a  little  white  antebellum 
church.  This  church  is  the  latest  ad¬ 
dition  to  the  crossroads  town  at  the 
Mississippi  Agriculture  and  Forestry 
Museum  and  National  Agricultural 
Aviation  Museum. 

The  Museum  Church  Nondenomi- 
national,  originally  built  in  1840,  has 
been  rebuilt  at  its  new  home  on  the 
museum  grounds. 

This  is  not  the  first  move  for  the 
country  building,  which  was  original¬ 
ly  known  as  the  Epiphany  Episcopal 
Church.  It  first  was  moved  from  its 
original  site  near  Carlisle  to  Herman- 
ville  around  1895.  The  church  was 
disassembled  and  each  piece  of 
lumber  numbered  before  it  was  mov¬ 
ed  by  truck  to  the  museum. 

The  building  was  old  and  had  been 
used  little  in  recent  years.  The 
Episcopal  bishop  of  Mississippi,  Dun¬ 
can  M.  Gray  Jr.,  decided  to  make  the 
Agriculture  and  Forestry  Museum  the 
church’s  final  home. 

The  church  will  be  made  available 
to  groups  on  a  nondenominational 
basis  for  a  fee.  Weddings  and  other 
special  occasions  will  be  welcome  for 


1984  IRAs  still  open 

IRS  regulations  allow  individuals  to 
take  deductions  for  deposits  made  to 
an  Individual  Retirement  Account  up 
to  April  15  for  the  previous  calendar 
year. 

The  Southern  Baptist  Annuity 
Board  offers  an  IRA-type  vehicle,  the 
Voluntary  Annuity  Plan,  to  Southern 
Baptist  church  and  agency  employees 
which  will  allow  them  to  make  tax- 
deductible  contributions  up  to  $2,000 
annually. 

Contributions  received  on  or  before 
the  April  15  deadline  may  be  applied 
to  the  previous  calendar  year. 


Good  News  America  Bible  to  Guy 
Henderson,  director  of  the  Evangelism 
Department.  The  presentation  was  made 
during  the  Evangelism-Bible  Conference 
earlier  this  month  in  Greenville.  The  New 
Testament  will  be  used  for  mass  distribu¬ 
tion  during  the  Good  News  America 
simultaneous  revival  campaigns  in  1986. 


Translators,  into  the  language  of  the 
Murle  tribe  of  the  Sudan.  They  began 
the  project  in  the  Sudan  but  continued 
it  in  Kenya  because  of  increasing 
rebel  fighting  in  the  Sudan. 

After  furlough  in  the  United  States 
the  Cannatas  anticipate  a  new  African 
assignment. 


a  fee.  Everything  that  was  originally 
in  it,  including  pews,  was  put  back  into 
the  church. 

Other  buildings  in  Small  Town, 
Mississippi  on  the  39-acre  museum 
site  include  a  general  store,  doctor’s 
office,  cotton  gin,  blacksmith  shop, 
masonic  lodge,  and  filling  station. 
Next  to  the  town  is  a  farmstead,  in¬ 
cluding  a  log  cabin  house, 
smokehouse,  hay  and  fodder  bam,  two 
double-pen  mule  bams,  a  hay  and  oats 
building,  two  corn  cribs,  a  buggy  and 
truck  shed,  a  potato  house,  chicken 
house,  and  an  outhouse.  The  farm¬ 
stead  is  protected  by  split-rail  fences. 

The  museun  is  open  Monday 
through  Saturday. 

Baptist  Hospital 
reopens  in  Sumatra 

WAY  HALIM,  Indonesia  (BP)  -  A 
Baptist  hospital  forced  to  move  from 
its  location  in  Bukittinggi,  Indonesia, 
reopened  in  Lampung  Province  on  the 
island  of  Sumatra  in  February. 

The  clinic  of  Immanuel  Baptist 
Hospital  received  30  out-patients  dur¬ 
ing  its  first  day  of  operation  Feb.  21. 
In-patients  were  expected  to  be  admit¬ 
ted  beginning  in  mid-March. 

More  than  40  of  the  staff  of  70  who 
worked  at  the  Bukittinggi  location 
moved  to  the  new  50-bed,  $2  million 
hospital.  Facilities  include  the  clinic, 
a  surgery  suite  with  three  operating 
rooms,  wards,  administrative  offices, 
housing  and  storage  buildings,  a 
nurses'  dormitory  and  a  morgue. 

Hospital  Director  Win  Applewhite, 
a  Southern  Baptist  missionary  doctor 
from  Georgia,  said  Immanuel  is  func¬ 
tioning  smoothly. 

The  orjginal  Immanuel  Baptist 
Hospital  of  Bukittinggi  opened  in  1975 
but  was  officially  sold  to  the  Indone- 
sian  government  six  years-  later 
because  of  Muslim  opposition  in  the 
area. 


DIRECTOR  OF  CHILDHOOD  MINISTRY  NEEDED 

Harrisburg  Baptist  Church  in  Tupelo,  Mississippi,  desires  a 
qualified  Director  of  Childhood  Ministry.  The  incumbent  must  be 
a  Christian,  a  committed  Southern  Baptist,  and  have  a  love  and 
concern  for  children  (birth  through  sixth  grade).  It  is  desirable  for 
the  incumbent  to  be  a  college  graduate  with  seminary  training  or 
sufficient  experience  working  with  preschoolers  and  children.  This 
is  a  part-time  position  working  approximately  25  hours  per  week. 
Salary  will  be  commensurate  with  experience. 

Interested  candidates  should  immediately  send  a  resume  to  or 
request  an  application  form  from: 

Minister  of  Education 
Harrisburg  Baptist  Church 
1800  West  Main  Street  TUpelo,  MS  38801 

(601)  842-6917 


EQUITABLE’S 
Hospital,  Medical  &  Surgical 

(Form  440) 

Now  available,  a  low-cost  Plan  to  help  offset  increased 
cost  of  Hospital  confinements.  Provides  benefits  for: 
‘Room  &  Board  ‘Hospital  Miscellaneous 

‘Surgeons’  &  Doctors’  Visits  ‘Outpatient 

‘Maternity  ‘Anesthesia  ‘Ambulance 

For  full  information  fill  out  coupon  or  phone  924-4442 

MAIL  TO: 


Equitable  Life  &  Casualty 

HUTTON  INSURANCE  AGENCY 


P.O.  Box  20257,  Jackson,  MS  39209 


Name 

Street 

City _ 

Phone 


Age 


State 


zip 
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►ilday  disagrees  with 
liberal  drift”  theory 


Arkansas  pastors  gather 
to  discuss  SBC  direction 


By  Mark  Kelly 


By  Mark  Kelly 

LITTLE  ROCK,  Ark.  (BP)  —  Six  Thomas  Hinson,  pastor  of  First 
Arkansas  Baptist  pastors  took  to  the  Baptist  Church,  West  Memphis,  ad- 
podium  Feb.  28,  at  Little  Rock’s  First  dressed  the  topic,  “Theology  and 


„  a  minority  view.  There  has  been  a  purge  of  its  institutions  are  wholly  un- 

Baptist  Church,  in  an  effort  to  counter  Methodology.”  His  thesis  was  that  the  concerted,  orchestrated  effort  on  the  founded,  the  president  of  Southern 
what  they  see  as  a  “drift  toward  SBC  has  strayed  in  recent  years  out  part  of  Baptist  Press  to  take  the  real  Baptists’  largest  seminary  said  after 

liberalism”  in  the  Southern  Baptist  of  its  traditionally  narrow  theological  issue  off  the  theological  and  put  the  a  Feb.  28  meeting  in  Little  Rock  in 

Convention.  perimeters.  focus  instead  on  a  fundamentalist  which  such  allegations  were  leveled. 

A  public  sequel  to  a  private  meeting  As  evidence  of  the  “drift  toward  political  organization.” 

Dec.  13,  1984,  the  gathering  was  in-  liberalism,”  Hinson  cited  the  associa-  Powell  praised  the  SBC  Executive 
tended  to  let  Arkansas  Baptists  voice  tion  of  a  Southern  Baptist  (W.  W.  Committee’s  call  last  fall  for  an  in¬ 
concerns  about  the  current  SBC  con-  Finlator),  with  the  American  Civil  vestigation  of  Baptist  Press  reporting 
troversy  and  discuss  ways  to  continue  Liberties  Union,  which  opposed  practices  and  philosophy.  He  also  at- 
a  trend  toward  conservatism  in  the  Arkansas’  controversial  creationism  tacked  Baptist  Press  reports  and  an 
convention.  A  crowd  of  900  gathered  bill  in  1982;  the  hiring  of  an  ordained  editorial  on  the  Southern  Baptist  Con- 
for  the  afternoon  meeting.  Apparent-  woman,  Mollie  Marshall-Green,  to  the  vention  meeting  in  Kansas  City  which 
ly  fewer  than  100  of  those  present  were  theology  faculty  of  Southern  were  carried  by  the  Arkansas  Baptist 

pastors  and  church  staff  members.  Seminary  in  Louisville,  Ky.;  the  paper  June  21,  1984. 

“Wp  h  .  .  .  h|  testimony  of  a  Southern  Seminary  Powell  took  issue  with  the  use  of  the 

defatigable  desire  to  speak,”  drclared  ^ics  professor,  Paul  Simmons,  word  “faction”  to  describe  the  move- 
.  against  Amendment  65,  Arkansas  ill-  ment  in  the  convention  aligned  with 

fated  1984  anti-abortion  proposal,  and  TUxans  Paige  Patterson  and  Paul 

the  Southern  Baptist  Convention  have  passages  from  1969  commentaries  on  Pressler.  He  also  challenged  ABN  . . 

met  to  exnress  the  onnnsite  view  of  the  - - -  -  *  * Editor  J.  Everett  Sneed  s  disapproval  Dilday  said 

trends  (within  die  SBC)  We  belief  “We  believe  it  Would  be  of  an  attempt  to  defund  the  Baptist  position  (oi 
14 _ „  _ _ _  rm  otvs  crrc^.f  Joint  Committee  on  Public  Affairs,  believe  in  t 


Southwestern  Seminary  in  Fort  11 1S  train  without  mixture  ot  error. 
Worth,  who  attended  the  meeting,  Dilday  said. 

said  he  agreed  with  the  contention  of  “If  the  issue  were  the  Bible,  then  I 
several  speakers  at  the  meeting  that  would  think  we  would  have  had  a 
“Baptists  believe  in  and  expect  their  strong  endorsement  of  Southwestern 
leaders  to  hold  the  Bible  as  the  iner-  as  a  leading  spokesman  for  that  posi- 
rant  Word  of  God.”  tion,”  he  continued.  “But  we’ve  not 

_  had  that.  In  fact,  the  opposite  is  true. 

I  disagree  with  the  statements.  The  attempt  to  take  over  an  institution 
however,  that  our  denomination  is  js  probably  more  strongly  visible  at 
drifting  away  from  the  Bible,  ^and  Southwestern  than  any  other  agency  ” 

Dilday  also  agreed  with  W.  O. 
Vaught,  pastor  emeritus  of  Immanuel 
Baptist  Church,  Little  Rock,  who 
declared  at  the  meeting  faith  must  not 
surrender  to  reason. 

plete,  perfect  trustworthiness  of  Scrip-  “But  I  disagree  with  the  implication 
ture.”  seminary  teachers  have  adopted  a  ra- 

What  kind?  tionalistic  theory  of  biblical  inter- 

After  agreeing  the  controversy  pretation  and  we  have  surrendered 

originally  arose  over  a  concern  for  the  faith  to  reason,”  Dilday  insisted.  ’That 

“doctrinal  integrity  of  the  institu-  is  not  true.” 

tions,  Dilday  said  he  sees  no  evidence  Calling  German  higher  criticism  an 
of  a  drifting  convention  and  believes  outdated  theory  which  “no  longer  has 
’the  controversy  no  longer  centers  serious  impact  on  modern 

around  ‘conservative’  or  ‘liberal’  scholarly  pursuits,  ”  Dilday  defended 

Spminarv  oporvuihopo"  theological  questions  but  on  questions  his  faculty  as  persons  who  approach 

Seminary.  everywhere.  such  as  ‘What  kind  of  convention  are  th„  Hible  a  serious  scholarly  wav 

Recently,  ‘'some  have  arisen  among  James  Bryant,  pastor  of  Qrand  we  going  to  be?’,  What  kind  of  leaders  never  allow  reason  to  disnlaee 
us,  insisting  on  their  freedom  to  Avenue  Baptist  Church,  Fort  Smith,  should  we  elect  to  guide  us  in  the  faifh  thev  still  hold  IqP  the 
broaden  the  theological  perimeters  replaced  Bill  Bennett,  pastor  of  Fort  future?’  and  ‘Who  will  be  in  control  of  mirarnloi.s  the  Mosair  sources  for 
while  denying  others  the  right  to  Smith  First  Baptist  Church,  to  speak  our  institutions  and  agencies?”’  The  Pentateuch  and  the  historicity  of 
simultaneously  broaden  the  meth-  on  “What  Can  We  Do?”  Bryant  Dilday  said  if,  as  Houston  Judge  the  OM  Testament  Y 

odological  perimeters,  he  said.  If  challenged  pastors  and  laypersons  at-  Paul  Pressler  has  said,  the  “only 

Southern  Baptists  are  to  return  to  and  tending  the  meeting  to  understand  issue”  in  the  SBC  is  whether  or  not  Conservative  scholars,  however, 
remain  in  the  great  historical  and  what  is  happening  in  the  convention  “Scripture  is  entirely  God’s  Word  and  ought  lo  use  every  legitimate  method 
biblically-conservative  positions  that  and  to  understand  why  and  how  it  is-  does  not  make  mistakes  ”  then  “the  ava'*able  for  us  to  better  understand 

have  made  us  their  century’s  greatest  happening  argument’s  over,  because  there’s  no  the  Word  of  God’  Dilday  added  In 

force  for  missions  and  evangelism,  we  He  told  the  audience  the  election  of  debate  about  that  in  Southern  Baptist  many  cases,  some  tools  of  higher 
must  repair  and  re-establish  those  denominational  officers  and  selection  life.  I  don’t  know  anybody  in  the  SBC  cnticism  may  be  used  ’to  help  us 
traditionally  effective  narrow  of  members  for  the  Committee  on  who  would  not  agree  the  Bible  is  the  understand  the  tract  and  the  cultural 
perimeters  of  theology  and  Boards  had  been  manipulated  by  a  inspired,  authoritative  Word  of  God.”  and  historical  settings  and  know  what 
methodology.”  small  group  for  “15  of  the  last  20  (Pressler  has  helped  organize  the  Lf?rd  is  saying  to  m  from  his 

Kerry  Powell,  pastor  of  First  Bap-  years,”  but  “when  a  more  conser-  meetings  for  Southern  Baptists  in-  Word;  he  said 
tist  Church,  Forrest  City,  addressed  vative  group  discovered  how  to  do  terested  in  working  to  influence  com-  Regarding  the  charge  leveled  at  the 
the  issue,  “Biased  Journalism  of  Bap-  that,  they  began  to  cry  ‘foul.’  position  of  SBC  agencies  and  boards  meeting  that  he  was  an  active  partici- 

tist  Press  and  State  Editors.”  He  said  Bryant  insisted,  however,  doctrinal,  toward  a  more  fundamentalist  point  pant  in  “an  open,  organized  campaign 
SBC  leadership  “has  generally  mov-  rather  than  political,  motives  “are  0f  view.  He  spoke  at  a  pastors’  con-  (Continued  on  page  6) 
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The  Rio  de  la  Plata  climax 

Scores  of  Mississippi  Baptist  more  time  as  the  second  group  very  pleased  that  these  two  ladies  saw 
volunteers  are  making  preparations  returns  about  June  1,  and  the  final  fit  to  be  involved  in  the  partnership, 
for  the  climax  of  Mississippi’s  part-  wave  leaves  for  Argentina  about  the  Another  group  that  had  positive 
nership  venture  with  Baptists  in  the  middle  of  June  for  two  weeks  of  results  during  the  partnership  was  the  - 
area  of  the  Rio  de  la  Plata.  revivals.  basketball  team  led  by  Keith  Cating, 

These  volunteers  will  go  in  four  These  waves  of  preachers  and  BSU  director  at  Ole  Miss.  There  have 
waves  for  evangelism  crusades  in  laymen  witnesses  will  form  the  main  been  many  to  go  —  a  construction 
Uruguay  and  Argentina,  beginning  in  thrust  of  the  entire  partnership  effort,  team  from  Jeff  Davis  Association; 

April  and  continuing  through  May  and  The  vanguard  of  the  venture  went  to  Lola  Autry  from  Hickory  Flat;  educa- 
June.  .  South  America  in  1981  to  discuss  with  tion  directors ;  preachers ;  and  many, 

The  Rio  de  la  Plata  is  the  area  of  leaders  down  there  what  might  be  ex-  many  more. 

South  America  affected  by  the  Rio  de  pected  and  what  help  might  be  for-  As  I  was  preparing  for  the  first  trip, 
la  Plata,  or  River  of  Silver;  and  the  thcoming.  During  the  first  four  years  a  lovely  young  lady  came  up  to  me 
area  is  made  up  of  Paraguay,  participation  has  been  on  a  steady  but  following  prayer  service  at  my  church 
Uruguay,  and  Argentina.  The  Parana  limited  basis  as  individuals  and  small  and  asked  if  I  would  look  for  places  for 
River  flows  out  of  Brazil  and  forms  a  groups  have  made  their  way  to  the  Rio  her  and  her  husband  to  serve  for  a 
part  of  the  boundary  between  de  la  Plata  at  their  own  expense  to  ac-  couple  of  weeks  while  I  was  down 
Paraguay  and  Argentina.  The  complish  any  number  of  objectives,  there.  I  did  find  such  opportunities, 

Uruguay  River  forms  the  boundary  Some  have  been  in  evangelism,  some  and  Perry  and  Mary  Sanderford  of 
between  Uruguay  and  Argentina.  The  have  been  in  construction,  some  have  Pinelake  Church  at  the  reservoir  in 
Argentine  area  between  those  two  been  in  witnessing,  and  some  have  Rankin  County  became  the  first  of  the 
rivers  is  known  as  Entre  Rios,  or  bet-  been  in  helping  the  missionaries  in  volunteers  to  go  from  Mississippi  to 
ween  the  rivers.  The  two  rivers  con-  whatever  way  might  be  needed  such  the  Rio  de  la  Plata.  Mary  worked  with 
verge  to  form  what  amounts  to  a  as  working  with  their  children  during  missionary  kids  in  Uruguay,  and 
sizeable  bay  between  Argentina  and  mission  week  ( the  annual  gathering  Perry  helped  to  expand  the 
Uruguay,  and  that  bay  is  known  as  of  the  missionaries).  auditorium  at  New  Dawn  Church  in 

Rio  de  la  Plata.  In  1983  about  20  women  from  Montevideo.  In  Buenos  Aires  Perry 

Two  groups  of  Mississippi  Baptists  Mississippi  went  to  all  three  countries  helped  clear  the  land  where  a  new 
will  be  leaving  the  middle  of  April  for  to  teach  the  book,  The  Gifted  Woman  I  mission  was  begun.  Now  Perry,  who 
evangelism  crusades  in  Uruguay  and  Am,  by  Marjorie  Kelly,  who  led  the  later  surrendered  to  the  ministry,  is  — It  has  been  a  worthy  chapter  in  ty  Poor,  the  journalist  missionaries; 
Argentina.  Two  of  the  teams  from  the  group.  Earl  Kelly,  executive  a  student  at  Mississippi  College  and  Mississippi  Baptist  life.  It  all  began  and  so  many,  many  more. 

Argentina  group  will  range  farther  secretary,  and  I  went  with  the  group  is  minister  of  evangelism  and  to  the  with  a  conversation  between  Kelly  Now  it  is  almost  over.  There  may  be 

south  than  any  ever  have  during  the  to  check  once  again  with  Baptist  youth  at  Pinelake  Church.  and  the  Foreign  Mission  Board.  It  has  an  additional,  shorter  evangelism 

partnership  venture.  Though  my  spokesmen  there  to  see  what  further  Pinelake’s  pastor,  Lannie  Wilboum,  made  an  impact  on  the  Rio  de  la  campaign  next  year  ;  but  we  are  com¬ 
primary  mission  will  be  observing  plans  were  needing  to  be  made.  is  preparing  for  his  second  trip  in  Plata,  and  it  has  made  an  impact  on  ing  up  on  the  major  climax.  Let’s  not 

and  reporting,  I  will  be  teamed  with  The  Mississippi  Singing  Churchmen  May ;  and  at  least  six  other  members  Mississippi  and  Mississippians.  New  simply  say,  that’s  nice,  and  go  on 

Jesse  McMillan  of  Sallis  during  a  part  made  a  tour  of  the  Rio  de  la  Plata  and  of  the  church  ( including  the  editor )  people  have  flashed  across  our  screen  about  our  business.  Let’s  not  ignore  it. 

of  the  week  at  Rio  Gallegos,  which  is  were  a  decided  asset;  and  a  smaller  will  be  involved  in  the  evangelism  of  consciousness  during  the  process.  Though  less  than  200  will  be  physical- 

as  far  south  as  one  can  go  overland  in  singing  group  from  Broadmoor  crusades.  Two  more  will  go  if  financ-  There  was  Jason  Carlisle,  the  first  ly  involved,  every  Mississippi  Baptist 

South  America.  An  island  separated  Church,  Jackson,  also  made  a  tour  ing  can  be  arranged.  coordinator,  who  is  as  much  can  be  spiritually  involved  through 

from  the  mainland  by  the  Straits  of  with  the  same  results.  In  spite  of  Argentina’s  war  with  Uruguayan  as  he  is  North  American  prayer.  This  is  too  important  a  mat- 

Magellan  contains  a  bit  of  Chile  and  This  latter  group,  by  the  way,  in-  England  over  the  Falkland  Islands,  (his  parents  were  missionaries  to  ter  to  let  pass  by  without  being 

a  bit  of  Argentina  known  as  Tierra  del  eluded  Gail  Wood  of  the  Baptist  we  have  continued  to  go  down  there  to  Uruguay  and  Jason  and  his  Mississip-  involved. 

Fuego  (land  of  fire) ;  and  Paul  Har-  Record  staff.  Her  husband,  J.  M.  do  what  we  could  to  help  the  Baptists  pi  wife,  Susan,  now  serve  there).  There  is  no  way  to  determine  what 
rell,  Brotherhood  director,  and  his  Wood,  minister  of  music  at  Broad-  in  those  three  countries  to  strengthen  There  was  Mark  Alexander,  the  se-  the  ultimate  effect  of  these  campaigns 

partner  will  spend  a  week  in  this  area,  moor,  led  the  group.  And  Anne  their  witness.  Because  of  the  war,  the  cond  coordinator,  a  missionary  to  will  be.  There  is  no  way  to  determine 

These  first  two  groups  will  return  on  McWilliams  of  the  Baptist  Record  effort  was  extended  for  a  fifth  year.  Argentina  and  the  husband  of  how  many  souls  will  be  in  glory  for 

May  1,  and  the  second  wave  will  leave  staff  was  among  those  who  made  the  Now  we  are  at  the  point  of  beginning  Mississippian  Cecille.  Now  the  coor-  eternity  because  of  them, 

for  Argentina  about  the  middle  of  trip  to  work  with  missionary  kids,  our  final,  all-out  effort  of  witnessing,  dinator  is  Don  Mines  of  Florida,  also  It  is  time  now  to  begin  to  pray  for 

May.  The  pattern  will  be  repeated  one  While  the  Baptist  Record  did  not  the  final  push  that  is  really  what  the  a  missionary  to  Argentina.  the  climax  of  the  partnership  effort 


The  Baptist  Record 

(ISSN -0005- 5778) 

515  Mississippi  Street 
P.O.  Box  530 
Jackson,  Miss.  39205 
Don  McGregor  Editor 

Tim  Nicholas  Associate  Editor 
Anne  McWilliams  Editorial 

Associate 

Baptist  Record  Advisory  Committee:  Fer¬ 
rell  O.  Cork,  Jr.,  Aberdeen;  Marcus  Finch. 
Meridian;  Bruce  Hill.  Lexington,  vice- 
chairman.  Owen  Lusk.  Columbia;  Robert  H. 
Jackson.  Brandon.  Dan  Thompson.  Harper 
vilie,  chairman  Ex-officio,  Evelyn  Keyes. 
Jackson,  secretary 

Subscription  17  35  a  year  payable  in 
advance 

Published  weekly  except  week  of  July  4  and 
Christmas 

Second  Class  Postage  paid  at  Jackson, 
Mississippi 

The  Baptist  Record  is  a  member  of  the 
Southern  Baptist  Press  Association 

Journal  of 

The  Mississippi  Baptist 
Convention 

Charles  Pickering 
President 
Earl  Kelly 

Executive  Secretary-Treasurer 
Volume  109  Number  8 


assist  in  financing  their  trips,  we  are  entire  effort  has  been  all  about. 


The  Moonie  mailing 


Attention  is  called  to  information  in 
this  issue  about  an  evaluation  of  video 
tapes  sent  to  pastors  of  all  denomina¬ 
tions  all  over  the  nation  by  the 
Unification  Church.  This  body  is  more 
familiarly  known  as  the  Moonies. 

Those  tapes  have  permeated 
Mississippi  as  well  as  the  rest  of  the 
country.  Pastors  have  received  the 
packages  with  the  note  printed  on  the 
side  that  they  are  from  “one  who 
cares.” 

There  are  three  video  tapes  in  each 
package,  each  one  about  two-hours  in 
length.  The  total  time,  therefore,  is 
about  six  hours.  In  addition,  there  are 
a  couple  of  books  in  the  package.  The 
entire  mailing  has  been  estimated  to 
cost  in  the  neighborhood  of  $10 
million,  though  actually  it  is 
anybody’s  guess  as  to  how  much  was 
spent. 

Evidently,  the  mailings  were  made 
in  an  effort  to  support  a  claim  that  the 
Unification  Church  is  a  regular 
denomination  and  due  all  of  the 
privileges  of  a  normal  religious 


There  were  so  many  more  —  Ig¬ 
nacio  Loredo,  the  Argentine  executive 
secretary  who  spoke  at  the  Mississip¬ 
pi  convention;  Jose  Santamaria,  the 
effervescent  layman  from  San  Juan, 
Argentina;  Mell  Plunk,  the  mis¬ 
sionary  who  made  musicians  out  of 
the  Argentines,  who  already  had 
music  in  their  souls ;  Wally  and  Bet- 


with  the  Rio  de  la  Plata  that  will  be 
going  on  for  the  next  three  months. 

Be  a  part  of  the  partnership  through 
prayer. 

And  for  those  who  still  might  want 
to  go,  it  is  not  too  late.  Don  Mines, 
968-3800,  would  be  interested  in  hear¬ 
ing  from  anyone  who  is  in  a  position 
to  go. 


group.  The  fact  of  the  matter  is  that 
Sun  Myung  Moon,  the  founder  of  the 
body,  which  is  looked  upon  by  most  as 
a  cult,  is  in  prison  for  violating  federal 
statues.  He  wasn’t  acting  like  the 
head  of  a  religious  body,  but  he  has 
continued  to  claim  immunity  because 
of  the  premise  of  the  separation  of 
church  and  state. 

Hollis  Bryant,  interfaith  consultant 
with  the  Cooperative  Missions 
Department  of  the  Mississippi  Baptist 
Convention  Board,  has  scheduled  an 
evaluation  of  the  tapes  on  April  11.  It 
will  be  at  the  Baptist  Building  and,  of 
necessity,  will  last  all  day. 

There  will  be  no  limitation  on  par¬ 
ticipation.  Officals  at  First  Baptist 
Church,  across  the  street,  have  of¬ 
fered  the  facilities  there  if  the  crowd 
grows  too  large ;  and  the  First  Church 
parking  lot  will  be  available. 

Bryant  plans  to  involve  source  peo¬ 
ple  who  will  be  able  to  properly 
analyze  the  material  and  provide 
meaningful  information. 


American  Bible  Society 
works  on  562  translations 


NEW  YORK,  NY  ( ABS)  -  A  survey 
of  Scripture  translations  now  under¬ 
way  reveals  that  the  American  Bible 
Society  and  its  partners  around  the 
world  are  involved  in  translating  the 
Word  of  God  into  562  languages. 

Nearly  200  churches  and  missions, 
many  of  them  based  in  the  United 
States,  have  asked  the  United  Bible 
Societies  fellowship  to  assist  with 
these  translations. 

Source  of  this  information  is  the 
current  annual  World  Translations 
Progress  Report,  which  was  prepared 
by  UBS  in  cooperation  with  the  Sum¬ 
mer  Institute  of  Linguistics.  • 
Those  projects  in  which  there  is  Bi¬ 
ble  Society  involvement  include  376 
languages  where  some  part  of  the  Bi¬ 


ble  is  being  translated  for  the  first 
time. 

In  Papua  New  Guinea  the  Bible 
Society  is  associated  with  translations 
in  33  languages,  the  principal  one  be¬ 
ing  the  complete  Bible  in  Tok  Pisin, 
one  of  the  three  “official”  languages 
of  that  island  nation  where  716  tongues 
are  now  spoken. 

Two  translations  under  Bible  Socie¬ 
ty  auspices  are  underway  in  the 
United  States,  each  a  language  ’’first.” 

The  two,  when  published,  will  pro¬ 
vide  Navajo  Indians  with  the  first 
copy  of  the  Old  Testament  in  their  own 
language,  and  speakers  of  the  Lakota 
dialect  of  the  Sioux  Indians  with  their 
first  Scriptures  —  Luke’s  Gospel. 


Moonie  tape  evaluation 
set  for  Baptist  Building 

Three  video  tapes  and  two  books  mailed  to  pastors  all  over  the  nation 
by  the  Unification  Church  will  be  reviewed  April  11  at  the  Baptist 
Building  in  Jackson. 

Hollis  Bryant,  consultant  in  interfaith  witness  with  the  Mississippi 
Baptist  Cooperative  Missions  Department,  said  the  review  of  the  tapes 
and  books  would  take  most  of  a  day,  beginning  at  9:30  a.m.  and  lasting 
until  4:30  p.m.  The  meeting  will  be  open  to  all  pastors,  Bryant  said. 

While  the  personalities  who  will  be  involved  have  not  been  obtained 
as  yet,  Bryant  said  they  will  make  up  a  panel  that  will  be  “persons 
knowledgeable  of  the  ‘Moonies’  theology  and  New  Testament  theology.’’ 
The  group  attending  the  meeting  will  view  the  major  portions,  of  the 
tapes,  and  the  panel  will  evaluate  what  has  been  seen,  Bryant  indicated. 

Parking  will  be  available  in  the  First  Baptist  Church  parking  lot  on 
the  east  side  of  State  Street.  Those  who  plan  to  attend  should  notify 
Bryant  at  the  Cooperative  Missions  Department,  Mississippi  Baptist 
Convention  Board,  Box  530,  Jackson,  Miss.,  39205.  The  phone  number 
is  968-3800. 


Judge  ponders  motion 
to  dismiss  Vatican  suit 
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WASHINGTON  (BP)  -  A  federal 
judge  in  Philadelphia  has  heard 
arguments  on  a  government  motion  to 
dismiss  a  suit  challenging  full 
diplomatic  relations  with  the  Vatican 
and  promised  to  act  “with  reasonable 
promptness.” 

Deputy  Assistant  Attorney  General 
Carolyn  Kuhl  told  U.S.  District  Court 
Judge  John  P.  Fullam  that  Americans 
United  for  Separation  of  Church  and 
State  and  other  plaintiffs  in  the  case 
do  not  have  legal  “standing”  to  sue 
President  Reagan  and  Congress  over 
last  year’s  exchange  of  ambassadors 
between  the  United  States  and  the  Ho¬ 
ly  See. 

Kuhl  argued  further  the  constitu¬ 
tional  doctrine  of  separation  of  powers 
among  the  three  branches  of  govern¬ 
ment  vests  in  the  president  broad 
foreign  policy  powers,  including  ap¬ 
pointment  of  ambassadors,  “No  court 
has  ever  required  the  breaking  of 
diplomatic  ties  with  another  country,” 
she  said.  “This  is  a  political  question, 
not  a  judicial  question.” 

The  U.S.-Vatican  decision  14  months 
ago  to  establish  full  diplomatic  rela¬ 
tions  came  after  the  late-1973  congres¬ 
sional  lifting  of  an  1867  ban  on  such 
ties.  No  hearings  were  held  on  the 
legislation  lifting  the  ban,  and  the 
Senate  passed  the  measure  without 
debate  on  a  voice  vote. 


Hastey 

When  Reagan  announced  his 
longtime  political  adviser  and  per¬ 
sonal  representative  to  the  Vatican, 
William  A.  Wilson,  was  his  choice  as 
U.S.  ambassador,  opponents  of  the 
new  arrangement  voiced  alarm  at  a 
one-day  confirmation  hearing  before 
the  Senate  Foreign  Relations 
Committee. 

Wilson’s  nomination  breezed 
through  the  committee  on  a  9-1  vote 
and  the  California  real  estate 
developer  was  confirmed  by  the 
Senate  March  7,  1984  by  an  81-13 
margin. 

Americans  United  Attorney  Lee 
Boothby  told  Fullam  the  president, 
like  all  other  federal  officials,  is  bound 
by  the  constraints  of  the  Constitution. 
The  First  Amendment’s  prohibition  of 
an  establishment  of  religion,  he 
argued,  forbids  establishment  of 
diplomatic  relations  with  a  church. 

Although  the  Southern  Baptist  Con¬ 
vention  is  not  among  the  plaintiffs  in 
the  lawsuit,  the  denomination’s  Ex¬ 
ecutive  Committee  in  February  en¬ 
dorsed  the  views  expressed  in  a 
friend-of-the  court  brief  filed  by  the 
Baptist  Joint  Committee  on  Public  Af¬ 
fairs  condemning  U.S.-Vatican  rela¬ 
tions  as  a  violation  of  separation  of 
church  and  state. 

Hastey  writes  for  the  Baptist  Joint 
Committee. 


Beirut  missionaries  plan 
“to  stay  long  as  we  can” 


BEIRUT,  Lebanon  (BP)  —  Seven¬ 
teen  Southern  Baptist  missionaries 
are  continuing  to  work  in  Beirut, 
Lebanon,  despite  the  March  16  kid¬ 
napping  of  a  sixth  American  by 
Islamic  fundamentalists. 

Fourteen  missionaries  are  related 
to  the  Arab  Baptist  Theological 
Seminary  in  east  Beirut  and  three 
work  at  the  Beirut  Baptist  School  in 
west  Beirut.  Only  Mack  and  Linda 
Sacco,  now  living  in  a  Beirut  suburb, 
have  children  still  in  Lebanon. 

“We  are  going  to  stay  as  long  as  we 
can  and  do  as  much  as  we  can,” 
emeritus  missionary  Mabel  Summers 
said  in  a  March  18  telephone  conver¬ 
sation  with  Elise  Bridges,  Foreign 


uIItp  laptiiit  Kmirii 


Woman’s  Missionary  Union 


Convention  gifts  go 
for  Patterson  Porch 


Mission  Board  associate  director  for 
Europe  and  the  Middle  East. 

Summers  said  Lebanon  mission 
leaders  have  decided  to  keep  the  nine- 
student  seminary  and  800-student 
school  open  because  the  17  mis¬ 
sionaries  intend  to  stay. 

However,  mission  leaders  reaffirm¬ 
ed  the  missionaries  may  make  in¬ 
dividual  choices  to  leave  for  safety 
reasons.  The  missionaries  are  staying 
close  to  their  homes  and  their  work, 
Summers  said. 

Tension  in  Beirut  escalated  \Jarch 
11  when  the  United  States  vetoed  a 
United  Nations  Security  Council 
resolution  which  would  have  con- 
( Continued  on  page  4) 


“I’ll  Tell  It  Now  . . .”  That  theme  ran 
like  a  silver  thread  through  sessions 
of  Mississippi  Woman’s  Missionary 
Union  106th  annual  meeting,  March  18 
and  19  at  Harrisburg  Church,  Tupelo. 

Over  1,200  women  from  across  the 
state  registered.  The  auditorium  was 
packed,  from  Pastor  Larry  Fields’ 
welcome,  to  the  last  organ  note.  The 
Tuesday  afternoon  meeting  possibly 
set  a  record  for  attendance  at  a  clos¬ 
ing  session. 

The  women  heard  messages  from 
missionaries,  home  and  foreign,  re¬ 
elected  officers  elected  last  year;  and 
saw  two  paintings  that  were  to  be  sent 
to  the  new  Woman's  Missionary  Union 
building  in  Birmingham.  The  paint¬ 
ings  will  be  hung  on  the  Mississippi 
Porch  which  is  named  for  Marjean 
Patterson,  executive  director, 
Mississippi  WMU. 

Wilda  Fancher.  wife  of  James  Fan- 
cher,  pastor  of  First  Church.  Cof- 
feeville,  presided,  during  her  first  con¬ 
vention  as  president.  Other  officers 
re-elected  are  SueTbtum.  Yazoo  City, 
vice  president;  Mrs.  James  Burns, 
Tupelo,  associate  recording  secre¬ 
tary;  and  Mrs.  Jerry  Brunt,  Corinth, 
recording  secretary 

Mrs.  Fancher  announced  that  the 
two  paintings  by  Kathleen  Parker  of 
Prentiss,  one  of  a  church,  the  other  of 
a  baptismal  scene  would  go  to  the  lob¬ 
by  that  is  to  be  called  the  Marjean 
Patterson  Porch.  Several  teddy  bears 
were  brought  onstage,  along  with  the 
paintings,  to  be  used  in  the  Children's 
Corner  on  the  porch.  The  lobby  area, 
which  resembles  a  porch,  in  the 
WMU.  SBC,  building  is  being  furnish¬ 
ed  by  Mississippi  Woman’s  Mis¬ 
sionary  Union,  at  a  cost  of  $47,000. 
Convention  offerings  of  $1,440  were 
designated  for  this  cause.  A  further 
description  of  the  porch  will  be  given 
in  another  article,  in  a  forthcoming 
issue  of  the  Baptist  Record. 

“I'll  Ttell  It  Now  .  . was  the  theme 
of  the  devotional  messages  Miss  Pat¬ 
terson  brought  at  the  beginning  of 
each  session.  “I’ll  tell  it  —  through  my 
spiritual  gifts,  through  my  church, 
through  my  resources,  through  our 
mission  organizations."  “My  church 
was  given  a  mandate,"  she  said  —  “Go 
ye  .  .  .  into  all  the  world  and  preach 
the  gospel  to  every  creature." 

“I  Tbld  It  Then."  Miss  Auris  Pender, 
age  80,  retired  missionary  to  China, 
Malaysia,  and  Singapore,  was  ap¬ 
pointed  in  1935.  In  four  brief  vignettes, 
she  shared  memories  of  people  and 
places  and  lessons  she  learned  during 
her  days  in  the  Orient.  See  page  7  for 
more  about  her. 

“We’ve  a  Story  to  Ttell  to  the  Na¬ 
tions,"  sang  Becky  Bennett,  dean  of 


By  Anne  Washburn  McWilliams 

students  at  Blue  Mountain  College, 
and  wife  of  Jack  Bennett,  pastor  of 
First  Church,  Ripley.  She  led  the  con¬ 
gregational  singing  and  also  sang 
specials,  like  “Heavenly  Sunlight.” 
The  Blue  Mountain  College  Singers 
performed  Monday  evening,  under 
direction  of  Bart  Shanklin.  Diane  P. 
Smith  sang  Tuesday  afternoon,  ac¬ 
companying  herself  on  the  guitar. 
Convention  pianist  was  Joy  Yates, 
wife  of  James  Yates,  pastor  of  First 
Church,  Yazoo  City.  Organist  was  Dot 
Pray,  keyboard  specialist  Church 
Music  Department,  and  organist  at 
Colonial  Heights  Church,  Jackson. 
Mrs.  Pray  began  and  ended  each  ses¬ 
sion- with  15  minutes  of  organ  music. 

Sue  Tatum  of  Yazoo  City  in  presen¬ 
ting  the  Prayer  Calendar  called  two 
Mississippi  missionaries  —  Florence 


IS 


Sarah  Wilson,  missionary  to  Argentina, 
brings  greetings  from  the  Rio  de  la  Plata 


Frederick  at  Guadeloupe,  and  Mary 
Jo  Stewart  in  El  Paso,  Tex.,  and 
prayed  with  them  by  phone.  The  con¬ 
versations  were  amplified  so  that  the 
audience  might  participate.  Also  she 
prayed  with  Pam  Randle,  former  mis¬ 
sionary  journeyman,  who  is  now 
assistant  BSU  director  at  Blue  Moun¬ 
tain  College. 

Mrs.  Dessie  Evans  of  Coffeeville, 
age  97,  led  the  opening  prayer  on 
Tuesday  afternoon.  Other  Baptist 
Women  who  led  the  prayers  included 
Mrs.  Olga  Simmons,  Myrtle;  Mrs. 
Elton  Whitley,  Tupelo;  Mrs.  Myrtle 
Cain,  Amory  ;  Mrs.  Sandra  Culver, 
Tupelo,  Mrs.  Lorene  Goodson. 
Calhoun  City;  Mrs.  Pam  Booth. 
Plantersville;  Mrs.  Jane  Sumrall. 
New  Albany;  Patricia  Simmons. 
Jackson;  and  Marilyn  Hopkins, 
Jackson. 

“We  Tell  It  Now.”  Missionary 
speakers  revealed  how  in  different 
ways  they  tell  the  Good  News  in 
Argentina.  Bourkina  Fasso,  Bangla¬ 
desh.  India,  and  the  U.S.A. 

Sarah  Wilson  brought  greetings 
from  Argentina,  where  she  works  in 
social  ministry,  as  a  representative, 
she  said,  of  "the  little  people.”  She 
mentioned  some  of  the  problems  in 
Argentina  —  700%  increase  in  infla¬ 
tion  within  one  year,  unemployment, 
illiteracy,  -hunger  .  Yet,  on  the 
bright  side,  she  said,  there  are  250 
students  at  the  Baptist  seminary  in 
Buenos  Aires,  and  probably  there  will 
be  500  w  ithin  a  few  years. 

“Argentina  is  ready  to  hear  the 
(Continued  on  page  111 
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Mississippi  Woman’s  Missionary  Union  last  week  re-elected  officers  who  were 
elected  in  March,  1984  Mrs  James  Fancher,  Coffeeville.  second  from  left,  is  presi¬ 
dent;  Sue  Tatum,  Yazoo  City,  third  from  left,  is  vice  president;  Mrs.  Jerry  Brunt,  left, 
Corinth,  is  recording  secretary,  Mrs  James  Burns,  right,  Tupelo,  is  associate  recor¬ 
ding  secretary 
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Paul  Jones  (center  with  sweater) 
talks  with  lemple  Baptist  Church,  Hat- 


Parenting  by  Grace 


Conference  to  examine 
church-state  relations 


tiesburg,  member  Beverly  Galtion  just 


before  a  conference  on  Parenting  by 
Grace  begins  at  Temple. 

Jones,  director  of  the  Mississippi 
Baptist  Christian  Action  Commission  is  jntak 

a  trained  teacher  of  the  Parenting  by  # 

Grace  program  developed  by  the  Bap- 
tist  Sunday  School  Board.  , 

He  explains  that  the  program  "at-  ' 

firms  that  in  the  parenting  role,  one  jfc  ■»  ' 

begins  with  unconditional  love 
there  is  nothing  the  child  can  do  that 

removes  the  child  from  God’s  or  the  BPplB  i  ^  ^ 

parents'  love"  This  includes,  says 

Jones,  problem  pregnancies,  law  viola-  ’  "*£*5 ^ dig 

tions,  or  other  sexual  or  ethical  norms 

the  4| 

Jones  says  the  course,  which  can  ■  t  ajfJB  ^**3, 

be  adapted  to  church  needs,  includes  i/t  ” 

helping  parents  to  discover  “the 
teachable  moment"  and  to  develop 

“parenting  skills”  which  are  actions  a  ’  j^m*****^ 

parent  would  take  to  encourage  or  *  ^  r ^ 

discourage.  The  program  "focuses  on 

the  goal  of  the  child  becoming  a  qualified  to  teach  Parenting  by  Grace, 
mature  Christian  adult,”  says  Jones.  They  are  George  Lee,  director  of  mis- 
•  Two  others  in  Mississippi  are  sions  for  Marion,  Walthall,  and 


Lawrence  Counties,  and  Billy  Johnson 
pastor  of  Dixie  Baptist  Church, 
Hattiesburg. 


Joint  Committee  approves 
search  for  research  man 


WASHINGTON  (BP)  -  Acting  to 
fill  a  key  vacancy  on  its  staff,  the  Bap¬ 
tist  Joint  Committee  on  Public  Affairs 

Secretaries  will 
meet  at  Garaywa 

Camp  Garaywa  in  Clinton  will  host 
the  Mississippi  Baptist  Secretaries’ 
Conference,  April  15-16  with  sessions 
on  publication  design,  art,  writing 
news,  and  managing  an  office. 

The  program,  sponsored  by  the 
Church  Administration-Pastoral 
Ministries  Department  of  the 
Mississippi  Baptist  Convention  Board, 
is  for  church,  associational,  and  state 
convention  secretaries.  It  will  feature 
a  banquet  the  evening  of  April  15  spon¬ 
sored  by  the  Mississippi  Baptist 
Secretaries  Association. 

Other  topics  for  sessions  include 
“Sounding  Board,”  attitude  improve¬ 
ment,  public  relations,  homemaking 
while  working,  and  individual  voca¬ 
tional  workshops  for  offices  where 
there  is  only  one  secretary,  and  for 
financial,  general,  pastor’s,  assoca 
tional,  and  educational  secretaries. 

Advance  registration  is  required. 
Forms  are  available  from  the  Church 
Administration-Pastoral  Ministries 
office  at  Bax  530,  Jackson,  Miss.  39205, 
phone  968-3800.  Total  cost  for  three 
meals  and  housing  is  $20. 

Orientation  begins  at  1  pm.,  April 
15,  and  the  program  concludes  at  4  the 
next  day. 


March  5  approved  a  search  process 
for  securing  the  services  of  a  new 
general  counsel  and  director  of 
research  services. 

The  position  is  open  because  of  the 
recent  death  of  John  W.  Baker,  a 
member  of  the  staff  from  1969  until  his 
death  in  January. 

Executive  director  James  M.  Dunn, 
along  with  the  agency’s  four  current 
officers,  will  conduct  the  search. 

The  search  panel  is  currently 
receiving  applications  for  the  position 
and  indicated  it  welcomes  all  in¬ 
terested  Baptist  attorneys  to  send 
resumes  to  Dunn  at  200  Maryland 
Ave.,  N.E.,  Washington,  D.C.,  20002. 

During  its  two-day  meeting  at  First 
Church,  Washington,  the  committee 
paid  tribute  to  Baker  in  a  ceremony 
marked  by  personal  reflections  and 
testimonies.  Baker’s  widow,  Mary, 
and  two  of  their  sons  attended. 

Baker  died  Jan.  12  of  heart  failure 
following  a  heart  attack  suffered  last 
Christmas  Day.  He  was  64. 

In  his  15-year  tenure  at  the  Baptist 
Joint  Committee,  Baker  became 
known  as  one  of  the  nation’s  foremost 
legal  experts  on  matters  of  religious 
liberty  and  separation  of  church  and 
state. 

>  In  another  personnel  move,  the 
Baptist  Joint  Committee  named  its 
director  of  information  services,  Stan 
Hastey,  as  associate  executive  direc¬ 
tor.  He  will  assist  Dunn  with  ad¬ 
ministrative  duties  and  be  a 
spokesman  for  the  agency. 


Dilday  disagrees  with 
“liberal  drift”  theory 


(Continued  from  page  5) 
to  unseat  the  president  of  the  conven¬ 
tion,”  Dilday  said  he  has  “taken  a 
clear  stand.  I  do  not  favor  a  political 
solution  to  the  political  takeover  I  see 
already  facing  the  convention.” 

Although  some  groups  have  arisen 
which  have  taken  an  “organized, 
political  form,”  Dilday  said  he  feels  t 
‘there  are  better  ways  of  meeting  the 
challenge  on  a  spontaneous  level  of 
persuasion  and  information.” 

And  though  he  has  “very  personal 
convictions  about  the  kind  of  leaders 
we  ought  to  have,”  Dilday  vowed,  “I 
will  not  be  a  part  of  telling  anyone  else 
how  to  vote.” 

Dilday  said  the  Little  Rock  meeting 
was  “obviously  an  attempt  to  suggest 
one  kind  of  vote  and  even  imply  if  you 
voted  contrary  to  that  position  you 
were  voting  conservatism  out  and 
would  be  a  party  to  seeing  our  conven¬ 
tion  go  down  to  liberalism." 

Instead  of  seeing  the  “un¬ 
precedented  attacks”  on  the  SBC 
president  envisioned  by  one  speaker, 
Dilday  said  he  sees  “expressions  of 
great  concern  about  the  leadership 
qualifications  of  our  elected  leaders, 
that  they  ought  to  be  not  only  people 
who  are  Bible-believing  conservatives 


in  their  theological  stance  and 
evangelistic  in  missionary  activity 
but  people  who  have  a  proven  track 
record  of  support  for  convention 
causes  and  agencies.” 

Dilday  said  although  each  church 
has  the  right  to  determine  its  own 
level  of  support  for  Southern  Baptist 
causes,  he  believes  “it  has  been 
pointed  out  very  clearly”  the  current 
convention  president  (Charles  Stanley 
of  First  Baptist  Church  in  Atlanta) 
and  his  church  have  not  been  very  in¬ 
volved  in  associational,  state,  or  SBC 
mission  programs. 

Dilday  also  objected  to  the  idea  that 
efforts  are  being  made  to  “unseat”  the 
current  SBC  president.  Though  SBC 
bylaws  allow  for  presidents  to  serve 
two  terms,  they  are  also  clear  that 
each  year  a  “carefully  stated  choice” 
is  to  be  made  by  messengers  as  to  who 
should  be  president,  Dilday  said. 

Dilday  said  several  persons  ap¬ 
proached  him  after  the  Feb.  28 
meeting  to  ask  whether  he  had  used 
Cooperative  Program  funds  to  cover 
his  expenses  for  the  meeting.  He  said 
he  did  not.  * 

Mark  Kelly  is  a  staff  writer  for  the 
Arkansas  Baptist  Newsmagazine. 


Homer  McLaughlin,  pastor, 
Montecito  Baptist  of  Santa  Rosa,  was 
elected  moderator.  He  said,  “the  big 
issue  ( in  forming  another  association ) 
is  autonomy  of  the  local  church.  Very 
few  of  the  churches  in  the  new 
association  have  ordained  women. 
With  them  the  issue  is  not  whether  or 
not  it’s  scriptural  to  ordain  women, 
but  rather  the  autonomy  of  the  local 
church.  We  simply  don’t  want  an 
association  deciding  what  a  local 
church  can  or  cannot  do.” 

The  churches  which  made  up  the 
Redwood  Empire  Association  were 
divided  into  two  associations  for 
several  years  and  then  were  merged 
into  one  in  1980  and  the  Redwood  Em¬ 
pire  named  retained.  McLaughlin 
said  due  to  distance,  as  well  as  other 
factors,  in  his  opinion  the  two  associa¬ 
tions  should  never  have  merged  in  the 
first  place. 

Featured  speakers  at  the  meeting 
included  Willie  Gaines,  pastor,  Em¬ 
manuel,  San  Jose  and  president  of  the 
state  convention,  and  Harold  K. 
Graves,  president  emeritus  of  Golden 
Gate  Baptist  Theological  Seminary, 
Mill  Valley,  and  a  member  of  Tiburon. 

Byron  Reid  omitted 

The  name  of  Byron  Reid  of  Green¬ 
ville  inadvertantly  was  left  off  of  the 
cutlines  under  a  picture  of  an  ensem¬ 
ble  singing  at  the  Evangelism-Bible 
Conference  in  Greenville.  He  was  one 
of  nine  persons  singing  in  the  group 
and  the  only  one  unidentified. 


Thursday,  March  28,  1985 


BAPTIST  RECORD  PAGE  7 


Letters  to  the  editor  must  be  limited  alert  the  churches  and  help  change 
to  300  words  and  the  editor  reserves  committee  attitudes  to  better  use  our 
the  right  to  trim  those  that  are  longer,  convention  resources. 

Lonnie  Stewart,  Jr. 

Missions  gifts  percentage  hike  620  E.  Samford  Avenue 

Editor-  Auburn,  Alabama 

(NOBTS,  M.R.E.— 1983) 


“The  best  way  to  know  life  is  to  love  chocolate.  Southern  Baptists  do  not  get  excited 

many  things,  said  Vincent  Van  Gogh  Sunday  afternoon  we  arrived  home  about  many  percentages.  However, 
(on  a  postal  card  to  me  from  in  time  to  welcome  a  couple  of  over-  10.34  percent  is  one  to  get  excited 
Genevery  Zachary.)  night  guests  from  Norman,  about. 

Last  week  was  one  I  lived  to  the  hilt.  Oklahoma,  Gaiser  and  Kay  Maddox.  Last  year  Southern  Baptist 
Though  my  birthday  was  on  Friday,  In  1966,  when  I  spent  a  month  in  undesignated  giving  amounted  to 
1  began  celebrating  on  Sunday  with  Guadalajara,  Mexico,  helping  in  Bible  $2,774,920,865  according  to  the  1983-84 
lunch  at  Rosa  Hooper’s  after  church,  schools,  I  roomed  with  Kay,  a  math  church  letter  results.  Total 
Monday  morning  Mama  and  I  drove  teacher.  This  week  they  were  on  their  Cooperative  Program  gifts  from  all 
to  Tupelo,  along  a  fantastic  Trace  way  to  Natchez  with  a  group  of  senior  churcbes.anaounted  to  $287,126,013.00. 
banked  with  redbuds.  (She’s  spending  citizens.  Their  activities  director,  a  When~you  put  these  two  figures  in 
three  weeks  with  us. )  In  a  10-minute  native  Mississippian,  had  brought  your  calculator,  you  discover  that 
rest  break,  we  bought  her  a  new  dress  them  here  to  show  the  glories  of  her  Southern  Baptist  churches  con- 
at  Thomastown.  state  in  spring.  tributed  an  average  of  10.34  percent  of 

At  Harrisburg  Church,  we  attended  The  funniest  story  I  heard  all  that  all  the  undesignated  monies  they 
the  WMU  Convention,  which  I’ve  writ-  busy  week  came  from  Miss  Auris  received  through  the  Cooperative  Pro- 
ten  about  on  another  page.  There’s  no  ~  '  —  ' 

happier,  warmer  fellowship  anywhere 
in  the  world  than  in  a  Woman’s  Mis¬ 
sionary  Union  convention.  As  Dee  possibly  describe  her  facial  and  vocal 
Gilliland,  native  New  Yorker  and  a 
Southern  Baptist  by  adoption,  said,  “I 


Editor :  If  you  think  that  is  disturbing,  the 

Anne  McWilliams’  story  about  the  number  of  churches  reporting  bap- 
Japanese  and  their  relationship  to  the  tisms  is  down.  Exactly  6,620  or  l/6th 
church  at  McComb  is  delightful.  I  of  our  churches  reported  0  baptisms, 
have  shared  it  with  the  secretary  in  What  is  the  reason  for  this  drop?  Is 
my  building  whose  husband  is  a  stu-  it  our  giving?  Is  it  our  lack  of 
dent  at  Reformed  Seminary.  It  is  in-  organization  or  structure?  No!  Last 
teresting  and  well  written  *  year  alone  we  increased  giving  by  8.8 

One  more  item  I  wish  to  mention,  percent.  Our  hierarchy  is  ever  grow- 
Please  see  if  we  can  impress  upon  ing.  Our  organizational  structure  is  in¬ 
fellow  Baptists  that  it  is  GULF-  creasing.  A.C.T.S.  went  on  line.  Our 
SHORE.  Not  Gulfshores.  As  one  who  churches  are  computerized,  and  we 
served  as  executive  assistant  at  are  learning  how  to  do  churchwork  at 
Gulfshore  for  four  years,  it  really  a  record  pace, 
makes  me  cringe  each  time  I  hear  Right  now  in  the  U.S.,  we  are  in  the 
someone  add  an  S.  budget  process;  and  people  are  ask- 

Thanks  for  your  help.  _  ing,  “What  are  we  getting  for  our 
Eunice  Campbell  dollars  invested?”  In  the  same  way, 

Jackson  I  sense  a  growing  questioning  in  our 

At-home  article  denomination,  “What  are  we  doing 

with  our  buildings,  boards,  agencies. 
Editor:  and  consultants?  Are  dollars  we’re  in- 

In  response  to  Anne  McWilliams'  vesting  in  this  colossal  giant  being 
article  in  the  Baptist  Record  ( March  spent  wisely?  Do  we  plan  to  continue 
7)  referring  to  the  Volunteers  at  to  decline  as  a  denomination?  Are  we 
I  am  writing  in  order  to  address  Mississippi  Baptist  Medical  Center,  growing  to  be  more  institutional  than 
Baptists  in  my  native  state  on  a  grow-  s^e  sure  summed  it  up  greatly!  The  inspirational?  Are  we  winning  men?” 
ing  problem  among  young  and  inex-  volunteers  around  the  Intensive  Care  of  course  answers  aren’t  easy,  but 
perienced  Southern  Baptist  ministers  waiting  room  are  at  the  right  place  i  believe  “grass  roots”  Baptists  want 
who  are  graduating  from  seminaries  and  are  truly  appreciated.  After  be-  answers.  It’s  ironic,  but  it  looks  like  we 
with  no  place  to  serve.  *n8  there  for  six  and  one-half  weeks  have  purchased  a  few  spiritual  toilets 

This  subject  seems  to  have  no  with  “my  patient,  I  know  all  those  and  claw  hammers.  Great  expenses, 
priority  among  our  churches  and  n>ce  words  Anne  used  to  describe  little  results.  This  seems  to  be  the 
their  personnel  committees  when  them  and  their  services,  to  be  true,  growing  trend  of  Southern  Baptists, 
selection  time  comes  to  obtain  a  new  Also  I  want  to  compliment  the  Guest  we  desperately  need  reform, 
staff  member.  It  is  common  to  find  House  at  the  YWCA.  Mrs.  Barnes  and  regeneration,  and  revival  in  our 
church  vacancies  filled  by  those  ex-  the  others  in  charge  are  the  greatest,  denomination.  If  we  don’t  achieve  this 
perienced  persons  who  move  from  l  was  there  a  year  ago  and  think  of  soon,  we  are  headed  down  the  same 
church  to  church  while  the  young,  in-  them  often.  path  of  other  mainline  denominations, 

experienced  minister  who  is  trained  Thanks,  Baptist  Record,  for  a  Steady  decline  and  death  is  imminent, 
with  money  fropi  our  Cooperative  real-at-home-article!  Davis  R.  Odom,  pastor 

Program  seems  to  be  wasting  away,  Mrs.  Richard  Henning  Crossgates  Church 

not  being  given  a  chance  to  serve  any  French  Camp  Bandon 

church.  j  •  l 

I,  like  my  fellow  stragglers,  have  to  We  need  revlva» 
work  at  any  secular  job,  regardless  of  Editor:  Funding  ban  fails 

the  pay.  It  has  been  two  years  since  Well,  it  s  over  again!  Pastors  have  ~  — 

my  graduation;  and  I  have  been  come  back  and  preached  sermons  DETROIT,  Mich.  (EP)— Michigan 
through  three  jobs  to  support  my  from  the  Evangelism  Conference.  We  Gov.  James  Blanchard’s  veto  of  a  bill 
family,  due  to  circumstances  in  our  have  made  our  people  feel  ashamed  banning  state  funding  of  abortions 
economy.  I  would  welcome  just  one  for  not  witnessing.  We  may  have  even  was  upheld  March  12.  The  Michigan 
chance  to  serve  a  church  and  ap-  tried  to  witness  to  and  visit  a  few  new  legislature,  voting  72-32  in  favor  of  the 
preciate  the  people  I  would  minister  Baptists  who  moved  into  the  area  or  measure,  fell  two  votes  short  of  the 
to  in  that  church.  who  may  be  disgruntled  with  a  sister  two-thirds  majority  needed  to  over- 

Please  do  whatever  is  possible  to  church.  ride  Blanchard’s  veto. 


Pender.  While  speaking  several  times  gram  for  state  and  Southern  Baptist 
at  the  WMU  convention,  she  kept  the  Convention  ministries, 
audience  in  stitches.  I  could  not  Cooperative  Program  percentage 

giving  is  on  the  rise  in  our  churches, 
expressions,  and  they  are  what  she  Let  us  give  thanks  to  God  and  to  our 
uses  to  add  humor  to  her  speaking  church  members  for  this  increase, 
can’t  see  how  any  woman  anywhere  style.  The  spotlights  were  bothering  James  L.  Powell 

could  bear  NOT4o  be  in  WMU.”  her,  so  she  said  she’d  be  glad  to  get  SBC  Stewardship 

The  week  did  have  a  few  frustrating  back  to  K^ciusko  where  they  had  no  Commission 

moments  —  like  waiting  an  hour  in  a  rlght  lights.  .  .  _  , 

restaurant  for  an  order  of  oysters,  and  5hC^“y  spokl°V4ert,mie-  A  chance  for  the  young 

then  receiving  them  too  salty  to  eat.  ^VlJda  fan?her,  Lhe  wou,d  Editor- 

And  nearly  freezing  one  night  when  I  by  h*r  as  her  ^3rmn?, 

couldn’t  figure  how  to  turn  up  the  1,ght  They  earned  or,  some  'snappy 

heat.  Lorene  Goodson  of  Calhoun  Ci-  ^  8°’  531(1 

ty  roomed  with  Mama  and  me  at  ^  *°  **  b°SSed\^ 

Trace  Inn.  Mama  and  I  pulled  the  Miss  Pender  *35  appointed  as  a 
blanket  back  and  forth  all  night.  I  ™,09fry  ’n  19^  and  served  in 
think  Lorene  got  up  and  donned  a  few  Ch^““«  Singapore 

more  layers  of  clothes.  and  Malaysia  At  the  beginning  of 

Wednesday  I  straightened  my  desk.  World  War  II  she  was  interned  in 
That  night  the  fourth  grade  GAs  and  »orf  K<\n£f°r  *x  m°nths  She  531(1 
Judy  Richardson  and  I  had  fun  pro-  shefound  11,31  she  cou  d  fe,ry  ex‘ 
ducing  ‘The  Navajo  Baptist  Hour.”  Pf^ence  as  an  opportunity  to  learn. 

Thursday  was  a  bit  humdrum.  All  Dunn8th,s  internment  she  found  an 
I  did  was  go  to  work  by  day  and  clean  unusual  opportunity  for  service.  She 
house  by  night  made  167  pairs  of  men  s  shorts. 

Friday  began  and  ended  with  sur-  jhThe  men  in  3nd  of 

prises!  When  I  returned  from  my  H*  «£»>  1fe,rKned.  d,ere,  1 
walk  with  Brownie,  Mama  had  Kong,  had  only  the  winter  dothes  Urey 

breakfast  on  the  table.  At  7,  Joan  1,3(1  3™ed  ,n  Whfn  hot  ^eftbfr 
Peterson  called  from  Pensacola  to  say  C3cme’  ^  **re  most  uncomfortoble. 
she  would  be  praying  for  me  that  day  J^meb™  hey 
At  the  office  I  fotind  a  stack  of  birth-  £°,ts3nd  Z>lts of  ^akl  "lotb  T1\ero" 
day  cards.  At  noon,  I  decided  to  treat  diere-  **  found 

myself  to  lunch  at  the  Silver  Platter.  f  J  ^  Her 

Afterward,  Florence  Lammore  said  mother  had wben sl*  W3S 
some  man  from  Brazil  had  called  nine  years  old.  They  found  one  hand- 

from  the  Greyhound  Station,  asking  ^iio 

for  me.  I  had  no  idea  who  it  could  be.  S  Z wtre  ^ 

It  turned  out  to  be  Eliseo  Moreira,  a  u  f,  Zi  u  w 

banker  from  Belo  Horizonte,  father  of  f  She  didn  t  have  a  pattern,  so  she  had 

Maria  Iris,  who  visited  us  while  stu-  *  makf,her  P3^  ™ey 
dying  English  in  Hattiesburg.  He  had 

a  satchel  full  of  gifts  for  me  and  W.  D.  ^  a  drawstring  at  lop.  mil 

and  Mama;  he  stayed  [or  supper  with  “ld ,“'  L  u  JtLT 

us.  and  an  overnight  visit  he  someth, ng  she  wouldn  t  be  asham- 

ed  for  the  governor  to  see  if  he  came 
W.  D.  had  called  during  the  day  to  by.  (He  didn’t.)  They  sprinkled  the 
say  he  was  installing  louvered  shut-  cloth  and  spread  it  in  on  the  green 
ters  at  one  window  as  my  birthday  grass  to  dry.  Then  she  cut  the  shorts 
gift.  During  supper,  he  brought  out  a  —  five  pieces  in  each, 
birthday  cake  he’d  bought.  My  sister,  “I  didn’t  make  a  fly  opening,”  she 

Betty,  called,  making  a  special  clos-  said.  ‘That  would  have  taken  too 
ing  parenthesis  for  the  day.  much  cloth.  So  I  put  a  placket.  Then 

Saturday  morning  W.D.  drove  our  I  made  two  little  pleats  on  each  side, 
guest  to  Canton  to  see  Mrs.  Rosalee  Most  men  wear  belts,  so  I  added  some 
Appleby.  Mama  and  I  headed  for  loops.  That  didn’t  take  much  cloth.” 

Baton  Rouge  to  seemy  nephew,  Tom-  One  missionary,  a  Mr.  Burnside, 
my,  and  his  wife,  Susan,  and  their  new  kept  sending  word  she  had  not  made 
house.  Down  that  way  the  azaleas  him  anything.  He  was  so  large  she 
were  in  full  bloom,  and  some  little  kept  putting  him  off  —  would  take  too 
yellow  wildflowers  were  covering  the  much  cloth.  Finally  she  sent  him  word 
variegated  green  fields  and  parks,  to  come  and  she  would  measure  him 
Tommy  and  Susan  had  a  surprise  for  for  a  necktie! 
me,  too  —  another  birthday  cake.  He  said,  “Nevermind!” 


Grenadians  seek  to 
“reeducate”  children 

ST.  GEORGE’S,  Grenada  (EP)  - 
Evangelical  churches  all  over  this 
island  nation  have  begun  a  rigorous 
program  of  “reeducation”  for  children 
who  joined  the  soviet-inspired  Young 
Pioneers  Movement  during  the  four- 
and-a-half  years  of  Marxist  rule  here 

The  churches  of  Grenada  have 
learned  some  techniques  of  teaching 
from  the  Marxists,  and  are  teaching 
the  children  in  a  systematic  way  the 
fundamentals  of  the  Christian  faith. 

Several  pastors  on  the  island  have 
noted  the  patience  and  persistence  us¬ 
ed  by  Marxist  teachers  in  indoc¬ 
trinating  the  children,  and  hope  to  do 
as  thorough  a  job  in  Christian 
reeducation 


Evangelists  elect  officers 


Officers  for  the  Conference  of  Mississippi  Baptist  Evangelists  were  elected  last  week 
as  the  group  met  during  the  Evangelism-Bibie  Conference  in  Greenville.  Left  to  right 
are  Gary  Bowlin,  Brandon,  president;  Myrna  Loy  Hedgepeth.  Jackson,  secretary- 
treasurer;  and  Jerry  Swimmer,  luka,  vice-president 
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Water  returns  to  Uganda  city 
as  Baptists  install  new  pump 

LIRA,  Uganda  (BP)  —  Water  runs  again  in  the  pipes  of  Lira,  Ugan¬ 
da,  where  officials  feared  an  outbreak  of  disease  before  Southern  Bap¬ 
tists  offered  to  provide  the  city  a  new  pump. 

Southern  Baptist  missionaries  Waiter  Allen  of  Itexas  and  Paul  Eaton 
of  New  Mexico  worked  almost  a  weefclnstalling  a  new  pump  purchased 
with  Southern  Baptist  relief  funds  after  the  town’s  old  pump  was  judg¬ 
ed  beyond  repair. 

After  the  old  pump  grew  imreliabl^jwsniouaries  joined  other  residents 
crowded  around  two  boreholes  with  ^and  pumps.  The  holes  had  become 
the  primary  water  source  for  the  town  of  35,000.  Some  residents  used 
local  springs,  but  the  springs  began  to  dry  up  during  the  dry  season. 
People  became  desperate,  said  Eaton. 

The  town  pressed  every  available  vehicle  into  service  hauling  water, 
especially  for  institutions  such  as  boarding  schools.  The  district  com¬ 
missioner  began  to  fear  an  outbreak  of  disease. 

When  the  new  pump  wa^nstalled,  Lira  District  Commissioner  Agnes 
A.  Oonyu  wrote  to  the  miss&naries,  “Sometimes  when  people  are  or  have 
been  too  kind  to  one  in  such  a  way  as  you  and  your  mission  have  been 
to  the  people  of  Lira  Town,  it  is  very  difficult  for  one  to  just  say  thank 
you’  because  it  is  a  common  word  which  does  not  sho&  the  inner  feel¬ 
ing  of  a  grateful  people” 


CT  offers  chance  to  see 
Rockies  in  September 


A  Rocky  Mountain  Chautauqua 
Tour  will  include  stops  at  Hot  Springs, 
Dodge  City,  Yellowstone,  Taos,  and 
will  include  the  program  at  Glorieta 
Baptist  Conference  Center’s  senior 
Adult  Chautauqua. 

The  trip  will  take  place  Sept.  14-28 
and  total  cost  is  $759  per  person,  dou¬ 
ble  occupancy;  meals  enroute  to 
Glorieta  are  extra.  Speakers  for  the 
Glorieta  program  include  J.  Marshall 
Edwards  of  Conroe,  Tex. ;  Tom  EUliff 
of  Wheatridge,  Colo.;  and  music  by 
John  Ballard  of  Lubbock,  Tex. 

Other  steps  along  the  way  will  be  in 
the  Ozark  Mountains,  Rocky  Moun¬ 
tain  National  Park,  Grand  Tteton  Na¬ 
tional  Park,  Temple  Square  in  Salt 
Lake  City;  Bandolier  National  Monu¬ 
ment,  Santa  Fe,  and  the  Billy  the  Kid 
Museum. 

Norman  Rodgers,  consultant  in  the 
Mississippi  Baptist  Convention 


Board’s  Church  Training  Department, 
has  a  slide  presentation  concerning 
the  trip  which  can  be  scheduled  for 
senior  adult  club  meetings. 

A  $50  deposit  (refundable  up  to 
August  15)  must  accompany  each 
reservation  and  will  be  a  part  of  the 
total  cost.  A  detailed  brochure  is 
available  on  request.  Write  Norman 
Rodgers,  Rocky  Mountain  Chautau¬ 
qua  Ibur,  Church  Training  Depart¬ 
ment,  Box  530,  Jackson,  Miss.  39205. 


Beth  Watkins 


Party  honors  new  journeyman 

Fairfield  Church,  Moselle,  had  a  reception  Feb.  17  to  honor  Beth  Watkins,  former 
member  and  pianist  there.  Beth  is  now  a  missionary  journeyman  in  Japan,  from  March 
1985  until  December  1986.  She  sang  and  spoke  in  the  Feb.  T7  evening  service  at 
Fairfield,  telling  of  her  call  to  missions  work  and  her  preparation  to  be  a  journeyman 
Her  address  is  2-15-15  Shimo  Itozu,  Kokura,  Kita-Ku,  Kitakyushu-Shi,  803,  Japan. 
Michael  R.  York,  Fairfield  pastor,  says,  "Beth  would  appreciate  correspondence  and 
prayers.” 


Valley  Park  Church  has  welcomed  First  Church,  Tupelo,  has  called 
Gerry  Courtney  of  Ruston,  La.,  as  Mike  Ross  as  minister  of  youth  and 
pastor.  He  is  a  graduate  of  activities. 

Southwestern  Seminary,  Fort  Worth, 

Tex.  He  served  as  pastor  of  Pleasant  Union  Church  (Alcorn  Association) 
Hill  Church,  Ruston,  La.,  before  mov-  has  called  Harley  Reeves  as  pastor, 
ing  to  Valley  Park.  Courtney  is  mar¬ 
ried  to  the  former  Lorraine  Martin-  Martha  Ann  Cooper  has  accepted  a 
dale  of  Spearsville,  La.  They  have  one  call  as  minister  of  youth  for  West  Cor¬ 
son.  inth  Church,  Corinth.  Mrs.  Cooper  is 

.  .  the  wife  of  Ken  Cooper,  pastor  of  West 

Larry  Powell  has  reigned  as  pastor  Corinth 


Van  Williams  and  Eddie  Graves  R.A.  Chapters  of  First  church,  two-hour  activity  at  Tippah  Lake.  The  Baptist  Men's  organiza-  associate  to  the  pastor  at  First  Kita-ku,  Jitakyushu  803,  Japan).  She 


Ripley,  held  a  Lad-Dad  Jog-a-thon  for  Home  Missions.  Spon-  tion  treated  the  RAs  to  a  hamburger  supper.  John  Britt  is  the  Church,  Escatawpa,  in  charge  of  the  was  born  in  Hattiesburg  and  grew  up 


sored  by  the  mile,  the  RAs  raised  in  excess  of  $600.00  in  the  RA  director;  Jimmy  Locke  is  Brotherhood  director.  youth  ministry,  outreach/bus  in  Moselle.  Before  she  was  employed 


ministry.  He  goes  from  a  similar  posi-  by  the  Foreign  Mission  Board  in 
tion  at  Temple  Church,  Jackson  February  1985,  she  was  an  English 
County.  and  chorus  teacher  in  Bay  St.  Louis. 

Roger  Phillips  is  now  serving  as 
minister  of  music/youth  for  Temple 
Church,  Jackson  County.  He  moved  to 
that  position  from  full-time  music 
evangelism.  He  formerly  was 
minister  of  music  with  First,  Gautier. 


Members  of  Tishomingo  Chapel 
Church  (Alcorn  Association)  held 
their  first  service  in  their  new  sanc¬ 
tuary  Sunday,  February  24.  Victor 
Ward  is  pastor. 


Dr.  Shorrosh 

including 

Switzerland 
and  Austria 

June  17  -  29 

Write  P.  a  Box  577 
Spanish  Fort,  AL  36527 
or  call  (205)  626-1124 


P  6AA,  Corinth  38834,  or  at  287-3397.  Tom  Byrge  has  resigned  the 
Baldwin  plans  to  participate  in  a  pastorate  of  Graceland  Church, 
preaching  crusade  in  Argentina  in  Jackson  County,  and  has  moved  to  a 
April.  pastorate  in  east  Tennessee.  From 

Graceland's  beginning  as  a  mission 

L cmh!  U'iirs  ,igo.  K\rgc  h,i-  srrvrd  ■ 

‘WKm  its  first  and  only  pastor  McKmlox 
tU.  .» I  M  Worth,  associate  pastor,  has  Ixvn  call 

Hpi  jfSlf-TMWfep  JIB  ed  as  interim  pastor 

pBc  resigned 

pastor 
County,  to 

Sl>mmar> 

01  *<> 
tend  the  seminars 

w  graduated 

w MXk  degree.  He  is  available  for  'supply 

Parkway  Church,  Morton,  licensed  preaching,  interim  work,  or  part  time 

Ray  Ingram,  right,  to  the  gospel  ministry  pastorate.  The  Yorks’  address  on  the 
on  March  3.  The  church  has  called  him  seminary  campus  is  4460A  Iroquois, 
as  associate  pastor  David  Holt,  left,  is  New  Orleans,  LA  70126.  Phone  (504) 
pastor  288-5265. 


Pews,  pulpits,  baptistries, 
stained  glass,  carpet, 
steeples,  chairs, 

Van  Winkle  “S£!K 
(njurclj 
JurntBljinga  & 

Peui  Upljulaterij 

Box  501,  Fulton,  MS.  38843 
In  MS.  Toll  Free  1-800-624-9627 
Design,— Construction  Management 


GAs  of  Big  Creek  Church  (Wayne)  held  a  Mother-Daughter  Tea  in  the  fellowship 
hall  of  the  church.  Their  theme  was  "Because  We  Love  Him.”  The  girls  presented 
a  program  of  scripture  and  memory  work  They  honored  not  only  their  mothers,  but 
also  the  WMU  members  of  the  church.  GA  members  are  Stephanie  Williams,  Joni 
Stevens,  Belinda  Shows.  Shonda  Cooley.  Sierra  Beard,  Renee  Cochran,  Rachel 
Cochran,  Marie  Adams,  Mandy  Stevens,  Melody  Duncan,  Lanae  McIntosh,  Rex- 
anna  Ferguson.  Sabrina  Williams.  Mindy  Stevens  Billy  Duncan  is  pastor  Louise  James 
is'  GA  leader 


Cooperative  Prog 
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ram 

starts  1985  with  boom 


F«  Bobby  Kendrick,  left,  was  recently 

1  licensed  to  the  gospel  ministry  by 
I  Shubuta  Church.  David  Joe  Lee,  pastor, 
3  right,  presented  the  certificate.  Kendrick 
I  is  available  for  pastorate  or  supply  and 
can  be  reached  at  Box  59,  Shubuta.  Miss 
l  39360  (phone  887-5207). 

-ette,  left  and  Wayne  First  Church>  New  Alb  ordain. 
'by ‘he Pastor,  David  ed  Michael  Wayne  Smith  to  the 
ministry  on  March  10.  He  is  the  son 
Mr.  and  Mrs. 

pastor  of  Wheeler  ^^^Hwavne  Smith  of 
lcorn  Association)  New  Albany.  He 

;d  his  doctor  of  holds  the  bachelor 

!  from  the  Interna*  of  arts  degree 

ite  and  Seminary  in  from  Mississippi 

appreciation  of  his  §  College,  and  will 

the  church  is  send-  ^  0  receive  the  master 

lis  wife,  the  former  W  0f  divinity  degree 

New  Albany,  on  an  Mm  from  New  Orleans 

rip  to  Florida  for  a  Smith  Seminary  in  May. 

is  diploma.  He  is  minister  of  youth  at  First 

n  , ,,  Church,  Welsh,  La. 

Commission  of  the  *.n _  , 

Convention  has  Permit  McGregor,  former  pastor  in 

ional  endorsement  Um°n  County’ and  P^sent  director  of 
lonal  endorsemen  public  reiations  for  the  Baptist 

to  serve  as  Dart  Children’s  Vlila8e-  Jackson,  delivered 
.  .  ^  the  ordination  sermon.  Smith  was 

chaplain°withethe  ®dB Jl®from the £hurch and was 

sheriffs  depart-  honored  with  a  recept.on. 

ment,  Pike  Coun-  Odus  Jackson  on  Feb.  26  began  his 
ty.  Campbell  is  a  third  year  in  revival  ministry, 
member  of  First  Jackson  is  also  a  local  church  pastor 
Church,  Magnolia  The  church  which  has  provided  this 
and  is  interim  opportunity  is  the  Zion  Hill  Baptist 
pastor  of  Locust  Church,  10  miles  north  of  Liberty.- 
His  number  of  revival  crusades  is 
limited  to  12  in  each  calendar  year.  He 
is  also  available  for  Bible  conferences, 
deacon  on  Feb.  24  at  Macedonia  banquets,  and  January  Bible  Study. 
Church,  Calhoun  County.  Steve  Evans  His  address  is  Rt.  1,  Box  172,  Liberty. 

Miss.  39645. 


SBC’s  worldwide  mission  and  educa-  tional  Cooperative  Program  receipts 

tional  programs.  were  just  under  $30.2  million.  Five  Kara  Black 

That  marked  the  first  time  since  years  later,  receipts  are  up  more  than  idplfe  Grove  Churcl 

1980  when  inflation  was  in  double  37  percent.  CsJI  has  just  re, 

digits,  the  national  Cooperative  Pro-  The  growth  in  terms  of  real  dollars  W  ti  k  philosophy  de 

gram  has  put  together  a  solid  January'  has  been  even  more  significant  as  in-  v„"  j  tional  Bible  In 

and  February.  February- receipts  had  flation  rates  fell  drastically  and  re-  ▲  **  Plymouth  FI; 

declined  in  both  1984  and  1983  while  a  main  low.  ^  iW  aSpdshm 

healthy  increase  in  1982  followed  a  Last  year,  for  the  first  time,  the  na-  ^ H  ing  Blackard ; 

tional  Cooperative  Program  failed  to  Linda  Robbin 

meet  its  basic  operating  budget.  The  all-expense-p; 

1984-85  basic  budget  of  $118  million  ap-  week  to 

pears  to  be  within  reach,  however.  ■ 

Bird  is  Baptist  Press  feature  editor  Alvm  C  Doyle  was  ordained  >°  *he  The  Chapla 
*  gospel  ministry  on  March  17  by  First  Southern  Ba 

Church,  Ridgeland.  Ed  Griffin,  right,  jssued  denom 
y  /  J  /  pastor  of  First  Church,  presented  him  a 

-  Bible  and  preached  the  ordination 

message.  Ernie  Albritton,  interim  minister 
of  music,  led  the  congregational  singing 

New  Zion  (Amite):  March  29,  30,  and  special  music.  Donnie  Hines,  deacon,  fSSmi 

31 ;  night  services  at  7;  Sunday  9:45;  gave  the  charge  to  the  church.  Doyle,  who 
Gary  Bowlin,  visiting  evangelist;  Ray  is  presently  minister  of  education,  ad-  /  f  li 
Hopkins,  pastor;  Kenneth  Dixon,  ministration,  and  youth  at  First  Ridgeland 
music  director.  is  a  graduate  of  New  Orleans  Seminary 

He  and  his  wife,  Mary,  have  one  son.  HlHi 

Woodville  Heights,  Jackson:  March  Perry  R.  Sanders,  pastor  of  First  Campbell 
31-April  3;  Bill  Thnner.  president  of  the  Baptist  Church,  Lafayette,  La.,  will  Street  Church,  McComb. 

Home  Mission  Board,  SBC,  Atlanta,  deliver  the  annual  Gurney 

Ga.,  evangelist;  Clint  Nichols,  Hat-  Evangelism  Lectures  April  9-12  at  Aubrey  Barton  was  ordained  as  a 
tiesburg,  music  evangelist;  services  New  Orleans  Seminary.  Sanders  is  a 
Sun.  at  10:30  a.m.  and  7  p.m.;  during  former  two-term  president  of  the 
week  at  7  p.m.;  Carl  Saveli,  pastor.  Louisiana  Baptist  Convention  and  a  is  pastor. 

graduate  of  the  seminary.  Lectures 
will  begin  at  10  a  m.  in  the  Roland  Q. 

Leavell  Chapel,  on  campus. 

Mike  Crook,  minister  of  music  and 
youth  at  First  Church,  Corinth,  was 
M-j.  l\Url  ordained  to  the  gospel  ministry  on 

-fAClt  _  Feb.  17.  Tom  Dunser,  student  at  New 


From  1982  through  1984,  January- 
February  receipts  increased  a  mere 
$470,418.  The  jump  from  the  1984  total 


Chapparal  (Wayne):  March  29-31; 
C.  C.  Burns,  evangelist;  services 
nightly  at  7 ;  regular  time  on  Sunday ; 
Jimmy  McDill,  pastor. 


Cleary  (Rankin):  March  31-April  4; 

Malcolm  Richard,  evangelist;  Ronnie 
Cottingham,  music  evangelist;  ser¬ 
vices  at  7  nightly;  Kent  Shirley, 
pastor. 

Wheeler  Grove  (Alcorn):  March 
31-April  3;  Billy  Davis,  evangelist; 

Dexter  Benjamin,  song  leader  ;  Kara 
Blackard,  pastor. 

Providence  Church,  Hattiesburg: 

March  31-April  4;  Jerry  Oswalt, 
pastor,  Second  Avenue  Church, 

Laurel,  evangelist;  Sun.  at  11  a.m.  and 
6  p.m.;  10:30  a.m.  Mon.-Wed.;  7:30 
p.m.  Mon.-Thurs.;  Alan  Carlson, 
minister  of  music  at  Providence, 
leading  the  music;  Larry  Gafford, 
pastor. 

West  Corinth  Church,  Corinth: 

April  7-11;  6  p.m.  Sun.;  7  p.m.  Mon.- 
Thurs.;  Ken  Cooper,  pastor  of  West  at  First  Baptilt  Church,  Charleston, 
Corinth,  evangelist;  Andy  Roe,  Mem-  with  the  pastor,  Donald  O’Quin,  in 
phis,  visiting  music  ministry.  charge.  She  was  a  member  of  that 

church. 

n„  „  i  l  Survivors  include  a  sister,  Lucy  Gay 

Tews  needed,  Dunklin  of  Charleston. 

Rocky  Springs  Church,  Amory,  ac-  ,  “Mrs,  R'ce  was  a  Powerhouse  in 
cording  to  Roger  S.  Dorsett,  “is  look-  Romans  Missionary  Union  work  in 
ing  for  used  pews  in  good  condition.”  Mississippi  said  Miss  Edwina  Robin- 
Anyone  interested  in  selling  them  ^™t,red  execut,ve  d,rector’  state 
pews  may  call  256-8856  or  256-8778. 

Mrs.  Rice  in  1926  became  a  member 
at  large  of  the  state  WMU  Executive 
Board,  and  served  there  five  years. 
During  that  time  she  was  WMU  Ruby 
Anniversary  Chairman,  and  later  was 
Diamond  Anniversary  committee 

Central  Chufch,  Brandon,  will  pre-  chairman.  She  was  district  chairman 
sent  the  Eastec  Cantata,  “Alive!"  for  two  periods,  three  and  six  years, 
written  by  Joe  E.  Parks,  directed  by  She  was  state  WMU  president  for  nine 
Mrs.  Patti  Panned,  narration  by  Ed  years  and  vice-president  for  three 
McNulty,  Sunday,  March  31,  at  11  years,  and  state  stewardship  chair- 
a.m.  J  T.  Panned  is  pastor  man  for  two  years. 


CHURCH  PEW  CUSHIONS. 
Manufactured  in  our  plant.  For 
free  estimate  contact  —  Emmons 
Brothers,  P.  O.  Box  186,  Meridian, 
Miss.  39301.  Since'  1899.  Phone 
(601)  693-4451. 


The  Sanctuary  Choir 
And 

Orchestra 

Oi 

Crossgates  Baptist  Church 
Brandon,  Mississippi 

Featuring 

Living  Pictures 

Friday  and  Saturday,  April  5th  and  6th,  1985 
at  7:00  P.M.  at  the  Family  Lite  Center 

Davis  R.  Odom  David  Oliver 

Pastor  For  Information,  Call  825-2562  Mmistei  ol  Music 


CHURCH  CONTRACTORS  — 
For  complete  design,  construction, 
renovations,  additions,  call  or 
write  Roxco,  Ltd.,  Box  64,  Bran¬ 
don,  MS  39042,  (601)  825-4193. 


Central,  Brandon 
cantata  Mar.  31 


GROUPS  OF  12  OR  MORE: 
Famous  GREAT  PASSION  PLAY 
package  includes  $7.50  tickets, 
lodging,  swimming,  and  meals  at 
Keller’s  Country  I)orm  Resort; 
Eureka  Springs,  Arkansas  for  just 
$20  each!  Call  501/253-8418  today! 
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Battered  women  can  find 
Safe  Haven  in  Columbus 


escape  from  her  tormentor.  Baptist  Church,  Columbus.  He  is  a  residence  is  30  days,  which  gives  a 

Safe  Haven  opened  last  September  retired  Air  Force  squadron  com-  woman  time  to  recover  somewhat,  £  M  '  1 

in  Columbus  to  offer  shelter  and  mander.  Though  men  are  not  used  as  physically  and  emotionally,  and  to  %  ,ih  t  IB)  *'  Is  '• ' 

assistance  for  victims  of  domestic  counselors,  he  assists  by  driving  when  look  for  a  job  and  a  place  to  live.  v-lL'  *  ,«>  l.|V  $•  <lP  \  .  /  /  % 

violence  and  sexual  assault.  Planning  needed,  and  doing  repair  work  at  the  Suppose  the  phone  rings  for  Bever-  ,  s  1  1  '1  ,  I  ' 

had  begun  in  June  of  last  year  for  the  shelter.  ly  at  3  a.m.  She  will  not  go  to  the  Ij  V  r  ■  *1*^’  ,-***  -  a* 

project  which  is  co-sponsored  by  “We  simply  try  to  touch  the  tip  of  caller’s  house,  but  a  policeman  or  a  J  ,  1 

several  community  groups,  to  provide  the  iceberg,”  Beverly  pointed  out.  “We  taxi  will  be  sent  to  take  the  victim  to  Evan  and  Beverly  Allen 

refuge  for  abused  women  and  try  to  show  the  women  over  and  over,  the  emergency  room  at  the  hospital. 

children.  ‘You  don’t  have  to  keep  on  living  like  Beverly  will  meet  her  there  at  the  training,  as  background.  worked  in  Oklahoma.  He  is  state  vice 

Margaret  McKeever,  project  coor-  this,’  and  we  try  to  help  them  build  emergency  room.  “We  can’t  advise  anyone  to  leave  president  .of  Campers  on  Mission, 

d  lator,  or  whoever  answers  the  Con-  their  self-esteem  ’’  Policemen  cannot  enter*  the  victim’s  her  husband,  but  we  can  show  each  Both  sing  in  the  church  choir.  He  sings 

t.  :t  call,  will  refer  the  plea  to  one  of  Since  September,  Safe  Haven  has  home,  unless  she  has  specifically  ask-  one  that  she  has  a  choice,  or  choices,  in  a  barbershop  quartet  and  is  taking 

3u  women,  intensively  trained  afforded  refuge  to  16  women  and  19  ed  them  to.  They  are  not  allowed  to  One  step  toward  rehabilitation  is  to  seminary  extension  courses, 
counselors  who  have  worked  closely  children,  blacks  and  whites,  from  help,  unless  she  asks  for  help.  “A  get  an  individual  to  think  for  herself.”  Much  of  the  furniture  in  their  house 
v  th  police,  hospital  personnel,  nar-  Lowndes,  Oktibbeha,  and  Noxubee  woman  can  get  the  judge  to  put  her  Often  a  victim  elects  to  return  to  her  came  from  England,  Germany,  or 

c  acs  squads,  and  judges,  in  order  to  counties,  and  from  several  Alabama  husband  (who  has  beaten  her)  in  jail  husband.  Yet  the  pattern  keeps  France  —  a  legacy  from  their  Air 

know  what  to  do  when  a  woman  calls  towns.  In  January,  five  families  lived  overnight,  by  signing  a  paper  against  repeating.  In  a  while,  she  will  come  Force  days  in  Europe.  The  view  from 

for  help.  there,  and  in  February  one  woman  him,”  Beverly  said.  back  battered.  windows  on  three  sides  of  their  house 

Perhaps  the  phone  will  ring  for  and  two  children.  The  most  calls  At  the  hospital,  the  victim  of  rape  The  Allens  have  been  Baptists  since  looks  out  on  treetops  and  lakes.  The 

or  beating  receives  a  physical  exam,  shortly  after  they  moved  to  Columbus  oil  paintings  —  flowers,  fruit,  land- 

is  questioned  by  police  ( this  may  be  in  1980.  He  grew  up  in  the  scapes  —  were  done  by  Beverly.  The 

more  painful  for  the  victim  than  for  Presbyterian  church  in  Forest  (his  Allens’  daughter,  Jamie  Burian,  a 

the  one  who  assaulted  her),  and  given  mother  was  a  Baptist)  and  she  grew  nurse,  lives  with  them,  and  also  their 

the  chance  to  call  a  relative.  “And  up  in  First  Christian  Church  in  her  14-year-old  grandson,  Ronnie.  Here 

fourth,  we  try  to  convince  her  she  does  hometown  in  Oklahoma.  After  he  they  have  created  a  retirement  haven, 

have  rights,  even  though  she  thinks  retired  from  the  Air  Force  in  1970,  he  but  they  reach  out  from  it  to  others, 

she  doesn’t.”  worked  for  ten  years  with  Sears. 

At  Safe  Haven,  the  women  are  given  It’s  not  in  Evan’s  nature  to  sit  “We  have  really  received  a  blessing 
help  with  small  children  (Safe  Haven  around  and  do  nothing.  He  and  his  in  working  at  Safe  Haven,”  she 

workers  always  try  to  place  the  wife,  in  Christian  Service  Corps,  have  repeated, 

children  with  their  mother),  help 
them  find  an  apartment  and  a  job,  or 
help  them  get  GED  certification. 

Baptist  Women  of  First  Baptist  ^ 

Church,  Columbus,  and  other  groups,  * 

give  clothes,  food,  medicine,  and  “ “  - xjxx/c  /s  emetic - 

transportation  to  doctors’  and 
lawyers’  offices. 

Safe  Haven  residents,  so  near  to  the  MIRIAM  by  Lois  T.  Henderson  gives  some  suggestions  for  turning  off 
point  of  giving  up,  often  tend  to  de-  (Harper  and  Row,  paper,  261  pp.,  this  annoying  tape.  Also,  there  is  the 
pend  wholly  on  their  benefactors.  “We  $7.95)  In  this  novel,  the  author  mingles  “it  ain’t  fair”  tape  which  plays  in  the 
want  to  help  them,”  said  Beverly,  “but  historical  events,  such  as  the  plagues,  minds  of  so  many  of  us.  Olson  shows 
even  more,  we  want  them  to  learn  to  the  miracle  of  the  manna,  and  the  how  faith  can  overcome  this 
help  themselves.”  receiving  of  the  Tan  Commandments,  debilitating  problem.  There  are  also 

The  women  contribute  to  their  own  with  portraits  of  famous  Old  Testa-  some  suggestions  •  for  the  perfec- 
food  costs  (some  receive  food  stamps)  ment  figures,  Moses,  Aaron,  and  tionists  among  us  (or  within  us),  a 
and  work  together  to  do  the  cooking  Miriam.  She  retells  the  story  of  humorous  and  practical  chapter  on 
and  cleaning  at  the  house.  They  par-  Moses’  older  sister  and  her  role  in  the  marriage,  and  an  extremely  helpful 
ticipate  in  discussion  groups.  Of  exodus  from  Egypt.  As  a  Christian  discussion  of  parenting.  Olson’s  style 
course,  no  alcohol  or  drugs'are  allow-  Herald  writer  said,  “Lois  T.  Hender-  is  light  and  punctuated  with  anec- 
ed.  (The  residence  also  has  rooms  for  son  .  .  .  takes  pains  to  be  historically  dotes.  But  his  subjects  are  weighty 
House  of  Hope,  for  women  alcoholics. )  accurate,  yet  she  writes  in  an  im-  and  his  suggestions  are  sound  even  if 
“Our  biggest  problem,"  said  Bever-  aginative  and  engaging  way.  Miriam  not  completely  thorough  — Reviewed 
ly,  “is  getting  these  women  to  bqjieve  makes  for  absorbing  reading  while  by  Alan  Day,  pastor,  First  Church, 
they  don’t  have  to  keep  living  this  way.  providing  spiritual  insight 
For  most  of  them,  and  their  children, 
it  is  the  only  way  of  life  they  have  ever 
known.  They  don’t  realize  there  can  be 
a  Ijetter  way.  Most  of  the  women  are 
so  miserable,  thinking  of  self,  and  so 
burdened  with  low  self-esteem  that 
they  don’t  properly  care  for  their 
children.  Often  they  don’t  keep  them 
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(Continued  from  page  3)  mised  the  Lord  we’d  go  anywhere,  to 

gospel.  They  are  bursting  at  the  the  end  of  the  earth.  He  sent  us  to  the 
seams.’ '  She  said,  “Those  volunteer  tip  end  of  an  island  chain  in  the  Carib- 
evangelism  teams  who  are  going  bean.  I  tell  the  women  of  Trinidad,  ‘I 
there  from  Mississippi  this  year  I  am  here  because  God  loved  me,  and 
believe  will  see  something  great  hap-  he  told  me  to  come  and  share  his  love 
P®n •”  with  you.’  ” 

The  number  of  missionaries  to  Sarah  and  Van  Williams  have  been 
Argentina  has  decreased  sharply  in  telling  it  for  ten  years  in  India  where 
recent  years  due  to  death,  retirement,  he  was  a  doctor  in  the  Bangalore 
or  resignation.  “Send  your  sons  and  hospital.  He  has  accepted  a  new  posi- 
daughters  to  Argentina,”  Miss  Wilson  tion  with  the  Foreign  Mission  Board 
pleaded.  “We  need  them.”  as  health  care  consultant. 

Larry  and  Cheryl  Cox  are  telling  it  One  morning,  Sarah  said,  she  was 
in  Bourkina  Fasso  by  digging  wells  in  busy  teaching.  A  craftsman  kept  in- 
a  dry,  thirsty  land.  They  are  telling  it  terrupting,  wanting  to  sell  her 
through  literacy  classes.  They  are  tell-  something  he  had  made.  She  was  a  bit 
ing  it  through  the  distribution  of  impatient,  but  he  would  not  give  up. 
garden  seeds,  and  through  other  Finally  he  asked  her,  “What  is  this 
agricultural  projects. 

One  young  man  in  that  country 
planted  a  garden  with  some  of  these 


At  the  speakers’  table  during  the  luncheon  (or  parents  of 
missionaries  are  June  Whitlow,  WMU,  SBC,  Birmingham,  one 
of  the  convention  speakers;  James  Fancher,  pastor.  First,  Cof- 
feeville;  Mrs.  James  Fancher,  state  WMU  president;  Marjean 


Patterson,  Clinton,  executive  director,  Mississippi  WMU;  Sue 
Tatum,  Yazoo  City,  vice  president,  state  WMU;  and  Dee 
Gilliland,  director,  Kentucky  WMU.  On  the  right  of  the  table, 
conferring  with  Miss  Patterson,  is  Dell  Scoperof  Laurel. 


word,  Baptist?”  and  she  realized  that 
his  need  was  more  important  than  her 
own  plans  for  the  morning.  “I  was 
seeds,  but  someone  kept  stealing  his  able  to  place  the  scripture  in  his 
fine  carrots.  He  asked  the  witch  doc-  hands.” 

tor  for  a  fetish  to  scare  away  the  Two  volunteers  shared  their  ex¬ 
thieves.  When  Larry  saw  the  fetish  in  periences  of  telling  it  on  other  con- 
the  garden  (cotton  stuffed  into  a  tinents.  Last  year  Mildred  Whitfield 
seashell ) ,  he  picked  it  up,  put  it  in  his  of  Pocahontas  and  Pattie  Dent  of  Hol- 
pocket  and  took  it  home.  That  soon  ly  Springs  helped  to  catalog  books  in 
brought  the  young  man  over  to  inquire  Baptist  seminary  libraries  —  Mrs. 
why  he’d  taken  it  away,  giving  the  mis-  Whitfield  in  Kenya  and  Mrs.  Dent  in 
sionary  an  opportunity  to  tell  him  Singapore. 

about  Jesus.  Kenneth  Michel  tells  it  at  the 

James  Young  is  telling  it  in  University  of  Connecticut,  where 
Bangladesh  with  the  help  of  fish  and  there  are  20,000  students.  In  the  Mis- 
ducks  and  goats,  as  he  tries  to  help  sion  Service  Corps,  he  is  Baptist  stu- 
satisfy  physical  as  well  as  spiritual  dent  director.  This  year,  he  said,  two 
hunger.  The  Baptist  Mission  imports  students  will  go  out  from  the  univer- 
ducks  from  Thailand.  Ducks  not  only  sity  as  summer  missionaries,  the  first 
furnish  meat,  but  their  droppings  fer-  ones  who  have  been  sent  out  from 
tilize  the  fish  ponds  that  the  mis-  New  England  Kenneth  is  the  brother 
sionaries  have  encouraged  the  people  of  David  Michel,  who  spoke  on 
to  dig.  Baby  ducklings  coming  into  the  “Planned  Growth  in  Giving”  and  who 
airport  from  Thailand  are  a  lovely  is  consultant  in  the  state  Stewardship 
sight,  Young  said  —  but  the  goats  Department, 
coming  in  from  India  cost  the  airline  Doris  Diaz  tells  at  across  the  U.S.  to 
a  small  fortune  “to  get  the  smell  out  women  who  speak  in  other  languages, 
of  the  aircraft.”  Diaz  grew  up  in  Guatemala.  Though 

Bangladesh  is  a  land  of  perpetual  she  speaks  English  quite  well,  she 
hunger.  Young  recalled  a  time  not  long  said,  “I  still  believe  God  understands 
after  he  first  arrived  there,  a  starving  Spanish  best.”  (She  is  employed  with 
man  came  to  his  door,  the  glaze  of  WMU,  SBC.)  “When  you  come  to  the 
near  death  in  his  eyes.  Young  and  his  things  of  the  heart,”  she  added,  “you 
wife  gave  the  man  something  to  drink,  can  do  it  better  in  your  own  language.” 
and  a  piece  of  bread.  “I’ll  never  forget  June  Whitlow,  also  with  WMU,  SBC, 
how  he  held  that  bread  —  as  if  it  were  talked  about  “Telling  It  Through 
something  holy.”  Woman’s  Missionary  Union”  and  Dee 

Not  only  do  the  Youngs  search  for  Gilliland,  executive  director,  Ken- 
ways  to  give  bread  to  the  hungry.  They  tucky  WMU,  and  former  executive 
tell  them,  in  a  Moslem  land,  of  the  director,  Northern  Plains  Baptist  Con- 
Bread  of  Life  "The  most  beautiful  vention  Woman’s  Missionary  Union, 
sight  ever”  to  him  was  recently  to  talked  about  ‘“felling  It  in  Sister  Con- 
watch  as  a  whole  family  was  baptized,  ventions.” 

Jean  Jacobs  tells  it  in  Trinidad  Bill  Sellers,  Annuity  representative, 
through  the  printed  word.  She  is  coor-  explained  the  relationship  of  annuity 
dinator  of  a  team  of  seven  writers  who  plans  to  missions.  Martha  Haggan, 
prepare  Bible  lessons  for  Caribbean  wife  of  Dolton  Haggan,  pastor  at 
Publications.  "My  husband  and  I  pro-  Pocahontas,  assisted  Mildred  Whit¬ 
field  with  her  presentation  about 

•Kenya. 

Ashley  McCaleb, 


Two  paintings  by  Kathleen  Parker  of  Prentiss  were  shown  on  Tuesday  afternoon 
to  women  attending  the  WMU  Convention.  One  (above)  is  a  church  scene  and  the 
other  a  baptismal  scene.  They  are  to  be  placed  on  the  Mississippi  Porch  at  the  new 
WMU  Building  in  Birmingham,  Ala.  The  porch  has  been  named  the  Marjean  Patter¬ 
son  Porch,  in  honor  of  the  executive  director  of  Mississippi  WMU. 


Mrs.  Dessie  Evans  of  Coffeeville,  age 
97  and  still  an  active  member  of  Baptist 
Women,  led  the  opening  prayer  for  the 
Tuesday  afternoon  WMU  convention 
session. 


**  H^^p  &  W  '  /mm  mmtj 

Bill  and  Opal  Ferrell  were  among  the  Jpk  .fr  '  f  J|H  .  „ 

parents  of  missionaries  honored  in  the  J •'  !\o  ib»W Wm. 

March  19  luncheon  at  Harrisburg,  Tupelo.  Sue  Tatum,  Yazoo  City;  Dee  Gilliland,  executive  director,  Kentucky  Woman’s  Mis- 
Their  son,  Curtis,  and  his  wife,  Deanie,  sionary  Union;  and  Doris  Diaz,  WMU,  SBC,  Birmingham  evidently  find  sitting  at  the 
are  missionaries  to  Ecuador.  The  Ferrells  speakers'  table  amusing.  They  attended  the  luncheon  given  in  honor  of  parents  of 
are  former  missionaries  to  Argentina.  He  missionaries.  Miss  Tatum,  who  is  state  WMU  vice  president,  introduced  the  parents 
is  now  pastor  of  the  Spanish  Baptist  Dee  Gilliland  and  Doris  Diaz  were  guest  speakers  in  two  convention  sessions.  (Photo 
church  at  Broadmoor,  Jackson.  by  Fannie  Belle  Neal,  Greenwood). 


consultant, 
Mississippi  Woman’s  Missionary 
|J^P  Union,  directed  a  discussion  on  “fell- 

I  f  ^  ing  It  From  Different  Perspectives.” 
JIB  1  Her  panel  guests  were  June  Whitlow, 

fM  *  Doris  Diaz,  and  Dee  Gilliland. 

11^  Women  from  Lee  Association  who 

served  as  chairman  of  various  con- 
-'ll  vention  committees  were  Mrs  L  I) 
Hancock,  flowers;  Mrs  Elton 
*  Whitley,  decorations  for  meals;  Mrs 
Larry  Otis,  ushers;  and  Mrs  William 
Cheryl  and  Lany  Cox,  missionaries,  ex-  Beasley,  transportation, 
plain  how  they  “tell  it  now”  through  Next  year’s  convention  will  meet  at 
agricultural  missions  in  Bourkina  Fasso.  Broadmoor,  Jackson. 


Lorene  Goodson  of  Calhoun  City  had 
made  dozens  of  potholders  and  aprons  to 
give  friends  and  speakers  at  the  WMU 
convention.  She  led  the  opening  prayer 


Joy  Yates,  wife  of  James  Yates,  pastor  of  First,  Yazoo  City,  plays  the  piano  for 
congregational  singing.  She  was  pianist  for  the  WMU  convention.  Mrs.  Dot  Pray, 
keyboard  specialist,  Church  Music  Department,  was  organist. 


Tuesday  morning 


muptiBt  Simirft  !  [ 


Jesus’  call  to  total  commitment 


•  Bible  Book:  Jesus’  call  to  total  commitment 

•  Life  and  Work:  Unity  and  mission 

•  Uniform:  Nailed  to  the  cross 


Through  the  years  many  gauges 
have  been  set  up  by  which  Christian 
commitment  may  be  measured. 
Probably  most  of  these  are  altogether 
made  in  man  and  may  be  used  by 
man  to  receive  good  marks  on  the 
scale  of  commitment.  The  commit¬ 
ment  gauge  utilized  in  the  text  today 
is  made  in  heaven;  therefore,  it  is  God 
made.  Four  signs  of  total  commitment 
to  Jesus  Christ  have  been  selected  for 
consideration. 

Rich  toward  God  (12:13-21)  Jesus 
was  approached  with  the  proposition 
to  divide  and  distribute  wealth  (vs. 
13-14).  Since  he  was  neither  com¬ 
munist  nor  socialist,  Jesus  refused  to 
comply  with  the  request.  Knowing 
that  the  request  was  motivated  by 
covetousness,  Jesus  created  a 
teaching  opportunity  out  of  the 
situation. 

He  told  the  story  of  a  committed 
man  who  was  committed  to  the  wrong 
things.  It  is  one  thing  to  be  commit¬ 
ted;  it  is  quite  another  to  be  commit¬ 
ted  to  the  wrong  thing.  This  man  look¬ 
ed  to  himself  for  solutions  to  his  pro¬ 
blems  (v.  17  “thought  within 

himself”).  This  was  his  first  mistake. 


By  Bill  R.  Baker 
Luke  12:13-13:21 

The  Christian  arrives  at  his  commit¬ 
ment  based  on  seeking  the  mind  of 
God,  not  the  mind  of  himself. 

The  second  mistake  made  by  the 
covetous  man  was  in  taking  no 
thought  of  eternity.  He  prepared  for 
his  future  years  (v.  19  ‘thou  hast  many 
years”)  but  he  did  not  prepare  for 
eternity.  Christian  commitment  is 
made  in  light  of  eternity,  not  in  light 
of  a  few  future  years.  The,  third 
mistake  highlighted  in  the  story  is  the 
rich  man’s  poverty  toward  God.  The 
committed  Christian  is  rich  toward 
God  because  he  possesses  the  un¬ 
searchable  riches  of  Jesus  Christ  and 
he  lays  up  treasure  in  heaven. 

Confidence  in  God  (12:22-34).  Chris¬ 
tian  commitment  is  based  on  the 
belief  that  God  is  totally  sufficient 
Because  of  this  confidence  the  com¬ 
mitted  Christian  is  not  anxious  about 
his  daily  provisions  (v.  22).  If  God  can 
set  a  table  for  the  birds  and  color  the 
lilies  in  a  manner  beyond  the  capabili¬ 
ty  of  man  surely  he  can  provide  the 
needs  of  his  people,  and  he  knows  the 
needs  of  his  people  (v.  30).  The  com¬ 
mitted  Christian  is  convinced  that  if 
he  seeks  first  the  Kingdom  of  God 


then  the  King  will  provide  daily 
necessary  resources. 

Watching  for  God  (12:35-48).  The 
committed  Christian  knows  that 
Jesus  Christ  will  return.  He  does  not 
know  the  hour  or  day  but  he  is  watch¬ 
ful  every  day  and  because  of  that 
mind  set  he  is  always  prepared  for 
that  extraordinary  event.  There  are 
many  unknowns  about  the  second 
coming  of  Christ  but  there  is  one  in¬ 
disputable  known— he  will  come  again 
and  one  super  sjgn  of  that  fact  is  the 
watchful  Christian. 

Fruitful  for  God  (13:1-10).  The  com¬ 
mitted  Christian  has  placed  himself 
at  the  disposal  of  the  God  of  creation 
and  salvation;  consequently,  the  fruit 
of  his  indwelling  presence  will  be  ob¬ 
vious.  God’s  people  are  like  trees  plan¬ 
ed  by  rivers  of  water  that  bring  forth 
fruit  (Psalm  1).  He  is  the  vine  and  his 
people  are  the  branches  and  as  a 
result  of  abiding  in  the  (total  commit¬ 
ment)  productivity  is  inevitable. 

A  person  is  committed  to  God  to  the 
extent  that  he  is  rich  toward  God,  has 
confidence  in  God,  watches  for  God 
and  is  fruitful  for  God. 

Baker  is  pastor.  First,  Clinton. 


Unity  and  mission 


Prayer  played  a  great  part  in  the 
life  of  our  Lord  and  yet  this  is  the  on¬ 
ly  extended  prayer  of  his  which  is 
recorded  in  the  gospels.  In  seeking  an 
appropriate  title  for  the  prayer,  it  has 
been  called  “the  Prayer  of  Consecra¬ 
tion.”  Some  have  preferred  to  call  it 
“the  Lord’s  Prayer,”  while  still  others 
have  called  it  “the  Prayer  of  the  High 
Priest,”  or  ‘the  High  Priestly  Prayer.” 

Verses  9-19  contain  the  content  of 
Jesus’  intercession  for  the  disciples, 
“I  am  praymgfor  them”  (v.  9),  mak¬ 
ing  request  for  them.  This  was  to  be 
a  highly  specialized  prayer;  its  circle 
was  reduced  to  exclude  everybody  ex- 
.  cept  the  eleven  and  their  need.  He  did 
not  pray  for  the  unbelieving  world. 
This  does  not  mean  that  he  did  not 
love  it.  But  the  time  has  come  to  con¬ 
centrate  upon  those  out  of  the  world 
who  have  believed  on  him.  They 
belong  to  God,  but  God  has  given 
them  to  him  (v.  9). 

As  he  had  glorified  the  Father 
through  his  life  of  love  and  obedience, 
his  disciples  had  glorified  him 
through  their  life  of  love  and  obe¬ 
dience  (v.  10). 

In  a  few  hours  Jesus  would  be  leav¬ 
ing  the  world.  It  was  so  near  and  so 
real  that  he  could  speak  of  it  as 
already  accomplished.  “I  am  no  more 
in  the  world”  (v.  11).  Beyond  the 
shame  and  agony  of  the  cross  there 
was  blessedness,  “I  am  coming  to 
thee.”  He  would  be  returning  to  the 
glory  he  had  known  with  the  Father 
before  the  incarnation,  before  there 
was  a  world  of  sin,  suffering  and 
death.  That  was  not  true  of  the 


By  James  F.  Yates 
John  17:9-21 

disciples ;  he  was  leaving  them  in  the 
world  to  continue  the  work  which  he 
had  been  doing  (v.  11). 

Now  Jesus,  as  their  High  Priest, 
prayed  for  the  apostles.  He  prayed  in 
their  hearing.  He  prayed  that  the  joy 
which  he  knew  even  in  the  midst  of 
hostilities  and  in  the  shadow  of  the 
cross  might  be  fulfilled  in  them,  too 
( v.  13) .  For  him  it  was  the  joy  of  a  life 
of  conformity  to  the  Father’s  will ;  of 
love  for  the  Father  and  for  his 
disciples,  of  commitment  to  the  ser¬ 
vice  of  the  Father.  All  of  that  joy  he 
desired  for  them. 

Jesus  prays,  “Holy  Father,  keep 
through  thine  own  name  those  whom 
thou  hast  given  me”  (v.  11).  While 
“Father”’  was  Jesus’  customary  ad¬ 
dress  in  prayer  in  the  gospels,  it  does 
not  appear  elsewhere  with  the  adjec¬ 
tive  “holy.”  It  is  important  because  it 
relates  to  the  nature  of  God  and  that 
nature  is  involved  in  Jesus'  first 
petition. 

This  first  petition  was  that  God 
would  “keep”  the  disciples  as  he  had 
kept  them  while  he  was  in  the  world 
(v.  12).  He  asked,  “Keep  them  in  thy 
name”  (v.  11),  “Name”  stood  for  the 
nature  of  God  as  Jesus  had  revealed 
him.  The  prayer  was  that  God  would 
keep  the  disciples  true  to  a  life  which 
was  consistent  with  the  character  of 
God  as  revealed  by  thejSon. 

The  prayer  was  also  that  these 
disciples  would  be  molded  into  a  uni¬ 
ty,  “that  they  might  be  one."  They 
were  a  diverse  lot.  Jesus  was  not  pray¬ 
ing  for  their  uniformity;  he  was  pray¬ 
ing  for  their  unity,  a  uiiity  like  that  of 


the  Father  and  the  Son. 

Jesus  then  prayed  that  the  Father 
would  also  keep  them  from  the  evil 
one  (v.  15).  The  Bible  is  not  a 
speculative  book ;  it  does  not  discuss 
the  origin  of  evil ;  but  it  is  quite  cer¬ 
tain  that  in  this  world  there  is  a  power 
which  seeks  to  lure  persons  out  of  the 
right  way  and  into  the  wrong.  The 
easiest  way  to  keep  them  from  the  evil 
one  would  be  to  take  them  out  of  his 
realm  of  operation,  the  world,  and  to 
take  them  to  heaven  with  the  Father 
and  the  Son.  Jesus  did  not  pray  for 
that.  Rather,  they  were  to  be  sent  in¬ 
to  the  world  and  under  the  guidance 
of  the  promised  Holy  Spirit,  they 
would  continue  the  work  which  Jesus 
had  started. 

Jesus  next  prayed  that  God  would 
sanctify  the  disciples  (v.  17).  Many 
translators  would  use  the  word  “con¬ 
secrate”  rather  than  sanctify.  The 
word  means  to  set  apart  to  the  service 
of  God.  And  it  is  to  be  done  in  the 
sphere  of  “truth,"  the  very  essence  of 
God’s  Word. 

We  must  always  remember  that 
God  has  chosen  us  out,  he  has  con¬ 
secrated  and  dedicated  us  for  his 
special  service.  That  special  service 
is  that  we  ourselves  should  love  and 
obey  him,  and  we  should  bring  others 
to  do  the  same. 

Finally,  after  having  prayed  for 
himself  as  he  faced  the  cross  and  for 
his  disciples  and  for  God’s  keeping 
power  for  them,  his  prayers  take  a 
sweep  into  the  distant  future,  and  he 
prays  for  those  who  in  distant  lands 
and  far-off  ages  will  also  believe  in 


Nailed  to  the  cross 


By  W.  Levon  Moore 


No  more  tragic  story  has  ever  been 
written  than  the  story  of  Jesus’ 
crucifixion.  Under  the  leadership  of 
the  Holy  Spirit,  John  wrote  the  stark 
details  of  the  sordid  story.  “And  he 
bearing  his  cross  went  forth  unto  a 
place  called  the  place  of  a  skull,  which 
is  called  in  the  Hebrew  Golgotha; 
where  they  crucified  him,  and  two 
others  with  him,  on  either  side  one, 
and  Jesus  in  the  midst”  (19:17-18). 

Our  study  of  the  passage  for  today 
causes  us  to  raise  the  question,  “What 
actually  nailed  Jesus  to  the  cross?”  A 
close  scrutiny  of  the  words  of  scrip¬ 
ture,  plus  a  knowledge  of  the  truths  set 
forth  in  other  portions  of  the  Bible, 
lead  us  to  declare  that  three  things 
nailed  Jesus  to  the  Cross. 

I.  Hate 

The  Jewish  leaders  for  a  long  time 
had  felt  threatened  by  Jesus.  He 
revealed  the  hollow  hypocrisies  of 
their  religious  system,  and  their  per¬ 
sonal  insensitivity  to  the  deeper  needs 
of  men.  He  revealed  to  the  world  the 
inadequacies  of  their  claims  to  repre¬ 
sent  the  best  which  God  had  to  offer. 
They  simply  could  not  stand  under  the 
brilliant  light  of  the  truth  which  he 
brought  to  the  world.  Therefore,  they 
felt  compelled  to  get  rid  of  him  by  any 
means  available. 

Throughout  his  earthly  ministry, 
Jesus  was  hoandecf  by  who 

sought  to  siience'and  destroy  him. 
Many  efforts  were  made  to  entrap 
him  in  his  words  and  embarrass  him 
by  proving  false  some  statement 
which  he  made.  The  disillusionment 
and  ultimate  betrayal  of  Judas  was 
part  of  Satan’s  plan  to  reveal  men’s 
hatred  for  the  Son  of  God. 

By  enlisting  the  support  of  a  wick¬ 
ed  political  system,  and  through  the 
use  of  falsehood  and  trickery,  they 
finally  accomplished  their  burning 
desire  to  destroy  him.  In  all  candor, 
the  total  record  of  scripture  verifies 
the  fact  that  hate  helped  nail  Jesus  to 
the  cross. 

II.  Ignorance 

The  Roman  soldiers  played  a  large 
part  in  the  actual  crucifixion  of  Jesus. 
They  were  the  ones  who  led  them 
away  to  the  place  of  a  skull,  they  drove 
the  spikes  into  his  hands  and  into  his 
feet,  they  gambled  for  his  garments 
at  the  foot  of  the  cross,  they  gave  him 
vinegar  to  drink  when  he  asked  for 
water,  they  actually  killed  Jesus 
through  the  act  of  crucifixion. 

They  did  all  this,  however,  oblivious 
of  his  true  nature.  They  thought  they 


him  (v.  20).  < 

In  verse  21  Jesus  prayed  for  a  rela¬ 
tionship  of  oneness  among  all 
believers,  the  kind  of  oneness  which 
existed  between  Father  and  Son.  He 
had  prayed  for  the  same  sort  of 
oneness  to  characterize  the  apostles 
(v.  11).  In  his  petition  for  all  believers, 
he  envisioned  a  similar  inner,  vital 
unity  characterized  by  mutual  love 
afterthe  model  of  the  unity  of  Father 
and  Son.  Only  a  genuine  and  vital 
union  of  believers  could  make  a  valid 
challenge  to  an  unbelieving  world. 
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were  executing  a  criminal.  Because  of 
their  ignorance  of  the  true  nature  of 
Jesus  and  of  the  total  event,  Jesus 
said,  “Father,  forgive  them,  for  they 
know  not  what  they  do”  (Luke  23:24). 
Ignorance  helped  nail  Jesus  to  the 
cross. 

III.  Love 

At  the  cross,  one  sees  the  hands  of 
hate  as  they  skillfully  set  in  motion  all 
those  forces  necessary  to  accomplish 
their  purpose— to  destroy  Jesus.  One 
also  sees  the  hands  of  ignorance  as 
they  drive  the  nails  into  the  flesh  of 
the  greatest  man  who  ever  lived.  But 
behind  the  entire  scene  of  the  crucifix¬ 
ion  are  other  hands  .  .  .  hands  of  a 
benevolent  Heavenly  Father  stretch¬ 
ed  out  to  a  whole  world  to  say  “I  love 
you.” 

When  Jesus,  in  his  last  breath,  ut¬ 
tered  the  words,  “It  is  Finished,”  he 
was  declaring  victory.  This  was  the 
victory  of  an  eternal  love  expressed 
by  the  triune  God  in  planning  for 
man’s  redemption  from  sin. 

What  force  nailed  Jesus  to  the 
Cross?  Some  say  hate,  and  some  say 
calloused  ignorance.  A  larger 
perspective,  however,  leads  one  to  see 
that  the  dominant  force  at  the  cross 
whs  love. 

This  event  was  a  dramatic 
demonstration  of  the  meaning  of  the 
little  word  “so”  in  the  beautiful 
declaration,  “God  so  loved  the  world 
that  he  gave  his  only  begotten  Son, 
that  whosoever  believeth  in  him 
should  not  perish,  but  have 
everlasting  life”  (John  3:16). 

The  Apostle  Paul  summed  up  the 
real  force  that  drove  the  nails  into  the 
hands  of  the  Saviour  when  he  said, 
“But  God  commendeth  his  love 
toward  us,  in  that,  while  we  were  yet 
sinners,  Christ  died  for  us”  (Rom. 
5:8). 

Let  us,  with  this  same  kind  of  love, 
respond  to  the  Father  by  giving  our 
hearts  to  him  whose  hands  were  pierc¬ 
ed  for  us. 

Moore  is  director  of  missions,  At¬ 
tala  Association. 
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